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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, August 28, 1841. 
The journal of yesterday was read and ap 


proved. 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

The unfinished business oi yesterday was the 
bill for repaving and repairing a portion of Penn- 
sylvania avenue. 

The pending question being on the passage 
thereof— 

Mr. YORKE (the House, he said, being very 
thin) moved that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion, but withdrew the motiun. 

And the call having been ordered— 

The Clerk called the roll, and 132 members an- 
swered to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been 
called, 171 members appeared to be present. 

And then all further proceedings on the call were 
suspended, 

The question then recurring on the passage of 
the bill, it was reyected—yeas 69, nays 102. 

The House took up the bill on the Speaker’s 
table providing for the distribution of the printed 
returns of the sixth census, and concurred in the 
amendment of the Senate (in relation to the number 
of copes) made thereto. 

CONVENTION WITH MEXICO. 

On motion of Mr. CUSH'NG, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following bill 
from the S:nate: 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled “An act to carry into effect a 


convention between the United States and the Mexican Re- 

yublic ’ 

Be it enacted, §c. That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause the decisions and 
awards now made in putsuance of the convention with the Ke- 
public of Mexico, concluded at Washington, the llth April, 
15339, in favor of citizens of the United States, to be presented 
to the Mexican Government for payment, according to the stipu- 
lations of said convention, and all other awards and decisions 
in favor of such claimants, as the same may hereafter be made, 
from time to time, under the said commiasion. 

Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized, upon the presen- 
tation of certified copies of such awards, to issue certificates to 
the persons authorized to receive the sums so aw wded, their le- 
gal representatives and assigns, in the manner directed by the 
7th section of the act of Congress, entitled ‘An act to carry into 
effecta convention between the United States and the Republic 
of Mexico;’’ such certificates to be in such form and for such 
portions of the sums awarded as may be convepiett for the 
claimants, and to b2 subject to the deductivns pegvided for by 
the 10th section of said act. 


The Committee on Foreign Affairs of this House 
to whom the said bill had been referred, had re- 
commended that the enacting clause thereof be 
stricken out. 

And ‘the question being on concurring with the 
committee in that recommendation— 

Mr. CUSHING said he wished, in the fewest 
words possible, to present to thecommittee the 
nature and situation of this bill. The bill consist- 
ed of two sections; by the first it provided that upon 
each several award delivered under the pending 
commission, application shall be made by the 
United States Government to the Government of 
Mexico for paymevt of the amount awarded. 
The 24 section provided that the Secretary of the 
Treasury might issue to the indi idual claimants 
certificates stating each amount so allowed by the 
Commissioners. The two parts of the bill were 
entirely distinct and independent of each other. 
The first section provided for a foreign governmental 
act, viz. of interrosition immediately in behalf of 
our citizens with the Government of Mexico to 
obtain payment of their allowed claims. The :e- 
cond provided fer a domestic act, by an officer of 
our own Government, merely in evidence of the 
existence of an award in favor of our own citizens. 
The commission was now in session, and accori- 
ing to the terms of the, Convention between the 
United States and Mexico, which provided that it 
might sit during eighteen months from the 1st of 
July last, it had yet some five or six months to sit. 
It was now in the prosecution of its business, and 


had already made sundry awards, dnplicate copies 
of aakere i E aaiiins ware 1 one in the 
Department of State of our own Government, and | 
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| one with the pioper cflicers of the Government of || the treaty, and insisted that, according to its terms, 


Mexico. Under these circumstances, the parties in- 
terested in these decisions came and asked the United 
States Government to interpose in their behalf with 
the Government of Mexico, pending the sitting of 
the commission and betore its duties were com- 
pleted. 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, on lcoking 
into the terms of the convention with that Govern- 
ment, were of opinion now, as they had been a 
year since, when the act for its execution was 
framed, that it was not the duty of the United 
States so to interpose until the duties of the com- 
mission had been completed and their session 
brought to its close, ant a report of all its doings 
made to the Government. Such interposition 
would, in their opinion, be a violation of the trea 
ty, and might be productive of injurious effects. 
It would be the adoption of a new construction of 
the treaty, and of a construction which the com- 
mittee deemed 'o be contrary to its true intent and 
meaning. Avs they understand the convention, it 
directs that a general and final report shall be 
made, and that the aggregate amount of ail the 
awards, when completed, shall be demanded in 
one gross sum of the Mexican Goveroment, which 
is to be at liberty to make its election between 
paying the amount in cash or in Treasury notcs, 
the whole in one or in the other, or part in cash or 
part im such notes, 

The committee bad accordingly pas:ed a vote 


recommending the striking out of the enacting | 


clause of the bill. 


Since that vote, however, while the bill yet re- | 


mained in possession of the chairman to be reported, 
at the earliest practicable day, according to the 
committee’s order, to the House with such recom- 
mendation, the panies interested had applied once 
more to the committee, stating that if the commii- 
tee deemed the first section ot the bill wholly in- 
admissible, they would be content with tke pas- 
sage of only the second section. While the com- 
mittee were about to consider this suggestion, they 
were arrested in limine by the question whether it 
would be ordered to reconsider their vote after the 
bill had been ordered to be reported. They had 
found, by recurring to the journal of the House of 
the last Congress, that afer fall discussion, and on 
the call for the yeas and nays, it had been decided 
that the committee, in such circumstances, could 
not reconsider. The two-cases were precisely ana- 
logous in every point. And on further isquiry in- 
to the proceedings of a very important committee 
of the Honse, (viz: the Committee onthe Car- 
rency)—Mr. C. presumed there was no impro- 
priety or irregularity in referring to the fact—it 
was as ascertained that the same principle had 
been recognised and acted on in that committee. 
Hence the Cominittee on Foreign Affairs had felt 
themselves bound to acquiesce, and they had con- 
consequently refused to reconsider their vote. In 
consequence of this, they bad not entered-on the 
consideration of the merits of the second section of 
the bill. 

Mr. C. s2id, in conclusion, that he had deemed 
it proper that he should state these facts for the in- 
formation of the committee. He was still of opi- 
nion that the first section of the bill ought to be re- 
jected; but in regard to the second section, he was 
indifferent, and submitted that question. to the judg 
ment of the House upon such considerations as 
other gentlemen might present. 

Mr. WISE said that it had been at his instance 
that the decision of the Commitiee on Voreign Af- 
fairs had been suspended. The claimants on Mex- 
ico would be fully satisfied with the second section 
of the bill, provided it should be modified in the 
manner Mr. W. would propose, in an amendment 
which he should offer to the bill. 

The treaty which had been concluded with Mex- 
ico in 1839 provided for the sitting of a Board of 
Commissioners who should adjudicate and decide 
upon the claims of our citizens on the Mexican 
Government. Mr. W. here quoted the words of 
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the claimants were not required to wait ull the 
board should have completed its lalors before they 
could apply for and receive their respective dues, 
according to the awards of the board. There was 
a difference between this and other treaties ap- 
pointing similar commissions: by the treaties for- 
merly entered into, a gross sum was to be allowed 
the claimants were obliged to wait till the whole in 
satisfaction of all the claims of citizens of one coun- 
try upon the Government of the other; and hence 
of the claims were adjudicated, so that this gross 
sum might be divided pro rataamong them. No 
man could tell what his share would be, or what 
proportion of his demand he should get, until he 
knew how many others were to share with him. 
But this treaty with Mexico went on a dif- 


ereht principle: it provided no gross sum, 
but directed that the commissioners should 
examine each individual claim, and make 


up and certify their award upon it to the two 
Governments; and when payment was made, in- 
terest was to be allowed to the claimant from the 
date of the award in hisfavor. It was, therefore, 
the interestof the Mexican Government to pay as 
promptly as possible, to avoid the accumu. ation of 
interest. ‘The United States Government bnder- 
took to present these awards to the Mexican (0- 
vernment for payment, and, if need be, to en- 
free the payment according to to tresty. And 
why badit done this? Not merely because it was 
the daty of a Government to protect and enfoice 
the righis of is citizens as respected a foreign 
county, but because, in thiscase, the Government 
had received a bona fide consideration for this in- 
terference, viz: the power, granted by the law of 
12:h May, 1840, to deduct from the amount due 
under the award of the commissioners any sum 
that might be due and outstanding from the claim- 
ant to the United States. This was a direct consi- 
deration tor the exercise of the national agency in 
obtaining for such claimants the amount of their 
awards. 

The law further provided that, when the com- 
missivners had comp'eted their task, a list should 
be made out by them, and furnished to the Secre- 
tary of State, of all the claims allowed and re- 
jected, and presented to the Mexican Government 
for payment. Here Mr. W. quoted the law: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, so soon as said 
commission shall be executed and completed according to the 
provisions of said convention, the commissioners aforesaid 
shall report to the Secretary of State a list of ali the several 
awards made by them; and the records, documents, and all 
other papers In possession of the commission or its officers, or 


certified copies or duplicates thereof, shall be deposited in the 
office of the Secretary of State. 


it was to remedy the effect of this statute that the 
claimants desired the second section of the present 
bill to be passed; so that, instead of being subject- 
ed to the delay of waiting till the whole of the 
claims should have been adjudicated, and the gross 
amountof all the good claims ascertained, each 
man might be able to obtain the amount awarded 
to himself by the commissioners. 

In vindication of this bill, Mr. W. referred toa 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in which 
that officer expressed himself decidedly in favor of 
the view now given by Mr. W. as the true sense 
of the treaty; but stated his only doubt to rest on 
the act of 1840. Theact looked only to the close 
of the commission, when the aggregate of all the 
good claims was to demanded from the Mexican 
Governmen}!; the treaty itself looked to the satisfy- 
ing of each claim as soon as it bad passed the or- 
deal of the board. 

Mr. CUSHING here reminded Mr. W, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had himself nothing to 
do with demandirg the amouat of the awards from 
Mexico. 

Mr. WISE adaitted this; all the Secretary's 
duty in the matter was the issuing of his certi- 
ficates as evidence of the allowance of the claim:; 
but he said the act would nowallow him to do so 
till the whole of the claims had been passed upon: 

“The only doubt I have had asto my power of issuing the 
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certificates asked by you arises from the language of the act 
of Congress, to which alone I must look for my government. 
That act, in my judgment, looks to the period of the conclu- 
sion of the cominission as that at which my dutyis to com- 
MENCE; while the convention, in my opinion, looks to the 
present obligation of Mexicu lo pay each award, as MAvE.” 
Ln this opinion the Seercta.y of State coucurred: 
“My opinion on the subject concurs entirely with that of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 1 see no mede of accomplishing 
that which you desire, and which appears to me quite reasona- 
le but through the means of an act of Congress.” 


__ This was the language of Mr. Webster. Now, 
if the first section of the act should be stricken 
‘ous, the second would then stand as a substantive 
bill; to which Mr. W. proposed adding his amend- 
ment. 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs reported a 
motion to strike out the enacting clause; Mr. W. 
hoped that resolution would be rejected. He had 
been told that it passed the committee when only 
five out of the nine members were present, and of 
these five it obiained the vote only of three; so that, 
for aught that appeared, there might bave been a 
majority of the committee in favor of retaining the 
second section of the bill. He trusted the House 
would not suffer an objection so purely technival 
as that which had been stated by the chairman of 
the committee (Mr. Custine) to interfere with the 
interests of American citizens having jasi claims, 
claims adjudicated to be just and fair, against a 
foreign Government. The commissioners them- 
selves, Mexican as well as American, had decided 
the constru<iion for which he contended to be the 
true coPsiruction of the words of the convention 
between the two Governments 
_ 4at the call of Mr. Wisz, a memorial of the 
‘claimants, signed by Richard S. Coxe, James H. 
Caasien, and F.S. Key, was read at the Clerk’s 
table. : 
Also the following communications from the Se- 
cretaries cf the Treasury and of Siate: 
Treasury Derarrment, Avoust 10, 1841. 

GENTLEMEN: In answer (0 your communication of this date, 
1 have no hesitation in saying that the only doubt I have had as 
toa my power of issuing the certificates asked by you arises from 
the language of the act of Congress, to which alone 1 must look 
for my government, 

_ That act, in my judgment, looks to the period of the conclu- 
#ion of the commision as that at which my duty is to com- 


mence; while the convention, in my opinion, looks to a 
present obligation on the part of Mexico to pay each award as 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. EWING, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
F. 8. Kay, F. A. Dickens, R. 8. Coxe, esqs. Washington. 
“DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 11, 1541. 

GeNTLEMEN: Ihave considered the communication made by 
you pane My opinion on the subject concurs entirely with 
that of the Secretary of the Treasury. I see no mode of 
accomplishing that which you desire, and which appears to me 
to be quite reasonable, but through the means of an act of Con- 
gress. . 
lam, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Mesers. Coxe, Key, and Causren, Washington, 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
EVERETT, ADAMS, HUNT, and TILLING- 
HAST. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the recommendation of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill. 

And the House refusing to concur with the com- 
mittee in that recommendation, the enacling clause 
of the bill was not stricken out. 

Mr. WISE then moved to amend the bill— 

1, By striking out all after the word “that” in the third line 


of the Ist section, to the words ‘the Secretary,” in the Ist line of 
the 2d section. 

2. In the 2d section and the -4d line, after the word “awards,” 
ineert “ashave been or shal! be made, ‘pn pursuance of the con 


vention with the Republic of Mexico, concluded at Washington 
the Lith day of April, 1839, m favor of citizens of the United 
Sates.” 


And by adding to the end thereof the following words: 
® Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to 
give any rights to the claimants that are not conferred by said 
convention and theact of June t2th, 1840, and that the substance 
of thie provision be inserted in the certificates that may be is- 
ued,’’ 


[Note—-This proviso was offered by Mr. 
Everett, and accepted by Mr. Wise as a mod-fi- 
cation of his amendment. } : 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble; which motior was rejected. 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the ‘main question (being firston the mo- 
ified amendment of Mr. Wise) was order- 


ed; and, being taken, was decided in the affirma- 
ive. 

So the amendment, as motiGed, was egrecd to. 

And the bill, having been ordered toa third read- 
ing now, was read a third tine, and passed in the 
following form: 

Be it enacted, &c. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized, upon the presentation of certified 
copies of such awards as have been or shall be made in pursu- 
ance of the convention with the Republic of Mexico concluded 
at Washington the 11th of April, 1839, in favor of citizens ofthe 
United States, to issue certificates to the persons authorized 
to receive the sums so awarded, their legal representatives and 
assigns, inthe manner directed by the 7th section of the act of 
Congress entitled “An actto carry into effect a convention be- 
tween the United States and the Republic of Mexico;” such 
certificates to be in such form and for such portions of the 
sums awarded as may be convenient for the claimants, and tu 
be subject to the deductions provided for by the 10th section of 
said act: Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed 
to give any rights to the claimants that are not conferred by 
said convention and the act of June 12, 1840, and that the sub- 
stance of this proviso be inserted in the certificates that may be 
issued. 


On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the title of the 
bill was so amended as to read an act ‘in addition 
to” an act, &e. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and said that, if there 
was nothing else to de, he would call up a resolu- 
tion offered by himself in relation to lighting up 
the Capito]. 

[Cries of “Adjourn, adjourn.”’] 

Mr. ADAMS. What has become of the Mc- 
Leod resolution? 

The SPEAKER said it was on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS. Well, if the House has nothing 
else todo, why not take up that? 

Mr. HOLMES said (as the Reporter under- 
stood) that the resolution had been some time in 
nubibus, where he hoped it would be permitted to 
remain. 

Mr. ADAMS. MNubibus hic tumidus, fluc'ibus 
il'e minax. 

[Repeated cries of “Adjourn, adjourn.’’] 

Mr. INGERSOLL submitted to the House, with 
extreme deference, thatit was unconstitutional to 
adjourn before the arrival of the mail. 

Whereupon the House immediately adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, August 30, 1841. 

Mr. ARCHER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of a large number of citizens of the county 
of Orange, Virginia, adverse to the creating of a 
National Debt, Protective Tariff, Distribution of 
the proc-eds of the Public Lands, and the incorpo- 
ration of a National Bank; and approving of the 
veto of President Tyler; which were read, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
from manufacturers of chloride of lime, or bleach- 
ing powders, requesting that a duty might be laid 
upon the imported article; which, after some re 
marks by Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, SIMMONS, 
BUCHANAN, and WOODBORY, was laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. KER, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was recommitted the bill supple- 
mentary to the act to take the 6ttr census, reported 
the same, with a recommendation to concur in the 
amendment of the House. 

Mr. K. went at much length into the reasons for 
this recommendation, and, at the conclusion ¢f his 
remarks, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he did not wish to 
consume the time of the Senate in further discuss- 
ing the question. His only opposition to the amend- 
ment was on account of the great number of copies 
ordered to be printed; but, if the committee had re- 
examined it, and had agreed in their recommenda- 
tion of concurrence, he would withdraw his oppo- 
sition. 

Mr. CLAYTON said the committee were unani- 
mous in their recommendation, and gave, at some 
length, the reasons for 1t. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he supposed that at no 
former session had more labor been pertormed 
than at the present. Their sittings had commenced 
at the early hour of 10 o'clock, and had continued 
usually until 4 or 5, and sometimes until 6, 7, and 


8. Most of the favorite measures ef the majority [| 


had been considered and carried through. Was it 
unreasonable then if the minority were to ask the 
majority 'o neme a day for the adjournment o; 
Congress? They had ibe busiwevs of the session 
before them, at.d he thought it was not unreasona- 
sonable to ask them to fix a day at which it might 
be terminated, and the members permiited to rc- 
turn to their homes. He asked this not as a mac- 
ter of favor but of right; and he moved that ihe 
resolution fixing upon a day of adjournment, be 
taken up. 

Mr. TALLMADGE objecied to taking up the 
resolution. 

Mr. TAPPAN then demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped that the motion would 
betaken up. He thought it was full time that it 
skould be ected on. The majority would have it 
in their power to fix their own day, and— 

Mr. CLAY rose to a point of order, He wish- 
edto know whether it was in order to debate the 
motien, and whether he would be permitted to an- 
swer the Senator. 

The CHAIR said the motion was notdebatabie, 
by an express rule of the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the rule was e:n- 
stantly violated, and must of necessity be violated, 
whenever a motion totake upa subject is made, 
by stating the reasons for such motion; but he 
would inform the Senator that if the minority were 
to be choked off by this gag law, the majority 
should be choked off also. 

The motion to take up the resolution was then 
negatived—ayes 21, noes 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Al'en, Barrow, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Cathoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fuiton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
P.erce, Sevicr, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Cheate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, and White —22. 

So the motion to take up the resolution was not 


agreed to. 
FISCAL CORPORATION. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Select Committee to 
whom was referred the bill from the House for the 
better collection, safe keep ng, and transfer of the 
public morey, by means of a corporation to be 
styled the Fiseal Corporation of the United States, 
reported the same without amendment, and gave 
notice that he should move to call it up on Wec- 
neseay next. 


THE REVENUE BILL 

Was then taken u,, and Mr. BUCHANAN of- 
fered the amendment, of which he had given no- 
tice, to repeal the act of 14tb July, 1832, which re- 
leased from duty iron which was nsed in the con- 
struction of gailroads on inclined planes, and to 
provide that there shall be levied on railroad iron 
hereafier imported, a duty of 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem, provided that it shall not operate on iron al- 
ready imporied. 

Mr. CUTHBERT wished the Senator to pest- 
pone the amendment, to afford him an opportunity 
for its examination, as it was a matter in which 
Georgia was deeply in’erested. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would not feel justified in 
consenting to a postponement. The amendment 
could be discussed now and voted upon, and some 
days would intervence before the vote wou!d be 
taken in the Sena’e, on concurring with the com- 
mitice, should the amendment b2 adopted. 

Mr. CUTHBERT did not wish the Senator from 
Pennsylvania to do any act which, in his opinion, 
might prejudice the interesis of his constituent; 
but to ask them ‘o vote now, and consider after- 
wards, was not exactly a regular or proper mode of 
preceeding. — 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama was opposed to the 
amendment, and no delay which might be granted 
would produce any change of opinion, but would 
be glad that his friend from Georgia might be gra- 
tified in the wish he had expressed for a little time 
for investigation. ° 

Mr. C. then went at much length into the policy 
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of exempting railroad iron from duty, tracing it 
from the veto of the Maysville road bill to the pre- 
sent. He contended that the costs of freights and 
transportation were ample protection for railroad 
jron, and he was opposed to going.further. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved an amendment to 
ihe amendment, to provide also that iron “that 
may be imported prior to 1st December, 1841,” be 
exempt from duty. He briefly stated the reason 
for this amendmeni—to relieve corporations from 


paying a tax on the article for which orders had al- 


ready been sent, and for which a tax ought not 
justly to be levied. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said when he had proposed 
this amendment, he had anticipated some little op- 
position to it. We were sometimes strangely 
warped in our judgments by our interests; but un- 
less he was very much so, this was as appropria‘e 
and as just an amendment as could be offered to 
this bill. Tne policy of the bill was to raise tLe 
duty on imports to 20 per cent. giving such inci- 
dental protection within that limit as could be af- 
forded; and now the proposition to plece railroad 
jronon the same footing as other articles, meets a 
determined resisiance. He thought the bare state- 
ment of the question was suffic'ent to show the 
justice of the amendment. No other reason could 
be assigned for the exemption of this article from 
duty, bat that it would enure to the bene fit of cor- 
porations—and States, if ycu please; while the 
farmers and the mechanics of the country were 
taxed on all the iron which they ased. 
It he had a discretion in this matter, his wish 
would be to protect our manufactures by imposing 
a daly within the range of 20 per cent. on such ar- 
ticles as come in competition with them; and next 
he would tax luxuries; but such were the neces:i- 
ues of the Treasury that there was no diseretion in 
the matter; all articles were run up to 20 per cent. 
and no discrimination c u!d be made, except, per- 
_ haps, for articles of general consumption, such as tea 

and coffee, aud these, he thought, ought to be ex- 
cmpted. 

Mr. B. then went into an examination of the 
capacity of this country to furnish any amount of 
railroad iron that might be required. The process 
of smelting iron with anthracite coal was now per- 
fectly understood in Pennsylvania, and in the 
mountainous region the coal and iron lie in close 
contiguity. The largest iron worksin the United 
States were now erecting in Columbia county, 
and it was among the purposes of their erection to 
enter largely into the manufactare of railroad 
iron. 

Mr. MILLER was in favor of the amendment 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania. Sirange as it 
mightseem, England for ten years had had the mono- 
poly in the manufacture of railroad iron for this 
covntry, and had imported it free of duty; while we 
were imposing duties on other articles, we had re- 
frained froma duty on this, which could be manu- 
factured here in abundance. It ought to be im- 
posed; and under the operation of the amendmeat 
io the amendment, sufficient notice would be given 
before it went into operation There had not been 
a single article imported which had carried 
more specie out ef the country. He hoped the 
amendment would be adepted. 

Mr. BERRIEN apposed the amendment. It 
would be productive of extreme injustice to Geor- 
gia and other Southern States, which had com- 
menced their railroads under the operation of the 
law by which tailroad iron was exempted from 
duty. If to the expense of the construction of their 
works there were to be added a duty on the iron to 
be used, the cost would much exceed what was 
contemplated atthe time of their commencement, 
under the law which then existed. It was ifcon- 
sistent with the purposes of equity and justice that 
they should be subjected to the payment of a duty 
which they could not have anticipated. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said, that much he had in- 
tended to say, had been anticipated by his col- 
league. In alluding to the remark of Mr. Bucua- 
NaN, relative to the interest that corporations had 
in the exemption of railroad iron from duty, Mr. 
C. said, cur prejudices against incorporations 
would not justify us in doing wrong, by discou- 
raging objects of great national policy. He alluded 





.of the West, and these works would furnish them 





to the great lines of rai'road in Georgia, connect- 
ng the Ailantic with the Westera waters, which 
was not so much an object of profitable invest- 
ment as one of great public benefit to that section 
of the Union, in a political, commercia!, and mili- 
tary pointof view. The Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia resides in a State of mines and manufactures, 
and railroads. On the lines of railroad are located 
the mines of iron and coal, and on the same roads 
the furnaces are situated. Not content with all 
these advantages, the Senator wishes to coa pel us 
to transport this iron to a seaport, and from 
thence to Georgia, when, from the letter read by 
the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Huntineron, ] 
itis proven that railroads now in the course ot 
construction in Pennsylvania, are formed of fo- 
reign railroad iron. He considered a railroad as 
the most mag iificent specimen of American mauu- 
factures; the railroad iron is the raw material of 
which it is formed; and if lt is not protected like 
other manufactures, it shculd at least be exempted 
from taxation. 

Mr. CALHOUN replied at great length to the 
remarks of the Senator from Pennsylvaria. The 
Senator said that, by this bill, all articles are car- 
ried up to twenty per cent. except railroad iron. 
Now an examination of the first section of the bill 
will show that many other articles were exempted, 
and among them indigo, and raw hides, the latter 
article being an important exception, as the duty 
on it would amount to some millions annually; and 
it is in favor of incorp»rations that this exemption 
is made? The Senator szys that the manufacture 
of iron is imporiant: so is the manufacture of 
rai'roads important. The iron wishes protection 
at the expense of the railroad, and the railroad de- 
sires that it may not be burdened by the iaposi- 
tion of these additional taxes. Itis not a question 
of protecting a domestic against the competition of 
a foreign fabric, but one article of Jomestic manu- 
facture against another—railroads against iron. 
He thought they had a right to complain of the 
course taken by the Senator from Kentucky with 
this bill. It was hurried upon them without a 
moment’s notice, and the Senator has given us not 
a word of explanation as to the general policy in- 
tended to be pursued; and we are here fighting in 
the dark, railroads against iron; iron wanting the 
supremacy over railroads, and railroads not wish- 
ing to yield this supremacy. 

Mr. C. then went into an ex'ended detail of the 
various lines of railroads completed and in pro- 
gress in the Southern States for connecting the At- 
lantic with the Ohio, and with the Gulf of Mexico, 
and if this great branch of American manufac- 
tures was let alone, and not burdened with taxes, 
acommunication would soon be complete from 
Charleston and Savanna, to what he considered 
the very heart of the American continent—the mouth 
of the Onio river. He knew that the Southern 
section was the weaker party, and that they would 
be overpowered in a contest whenever their interest 
would clash with other sectional interests. He 
knew thattheir staple was the article on which 
were laid all the expenses of the Government, as 
the public lands have been diverted from their !e- 
gitimate purposes, and we have a bill on the table 
for fastening the Post Office on the Treasury. And 
in view of all this, they now ask you to 
let this great branch of home industry in 
which they are engaged, alone; to let it have fair 
play. Upon the completion of these important 
works depended ina great degree the commercial 
prosperity of the South, and in awother view they 
were extremely important. In his opinion, 
these were but two modes by which this 
country was to be effectually defended in time 
of war—these were our naval defences and rail- 
roads. If any lodgment is attempted by a foreign 
nation, it will be in the South, the portion most 
vulnerable, and the most defencele:ss—for the Go- 
vernment has not bestowed that attention to it which 
it bas to other sections; and these works will be of 
the utmost imporiance for the prompt transporta- 
tion of troops and munitions of war to the points 
assailed. An ihe South wished the completion of 
these works from politica} considerations. They 
wanted to be b-tier acquainted with their brethren 






















































the means of constant and friendly intercourse with 
that great and growing section of our country. 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his surprise at the 
doctrine of protection so broadly laid down by the 
Senator from South Carolina, as the tenor of his 
arguments heretofore had been in favor of uni- 
form duties, and jn opposition to any appropria- 
tions by this Government for internal improve- 
ments for Sta'e purposes. These incorporations 
have had the benefit of this exemption for ten 
years, and now they begin to look upon it as a 
vested right, as may fairly be inferred from the 
remarks of the two Senators from Georgia, and we 
are, he supposed, to be forever precluded from lay- 
ing a duty on this article, however heavily every 
other may be taxed for the support of the Govern- 
ment. We are blessed with a country in which 
coal and ore are found, in an abundance not wit- 
nested in any other country under the san, 
except that island of our kindred, frem which we 
have imported so much railroad iron within the 
last few years; and now we are to be precluded 
from making use of the gifts with which nature 
has so profusely blessed us, because, “forsooth,” 
these corporations have a vested right in the intro- 
duction of foreign iron, duty free. The Senator 
says this amendment is to operate as atax of 20 
per cent. forever on these companies. Not so; if the 
connection between them and Great Britain is dis- 
solved, and they turn their attention to the iron of 
their own country, they would soon get the article 
as cheap as they now do fromabroad. The Sena- 
tor had referred to other articles which were ad- 
mitted duty free in this bill. Indigo comes in free 
under the compromise, and hides are a raw arti- 
cle and the basis for several important branches 
of domestic manufac.ure. The Senator says 
that railroads are an important branch of do- 
me:tic manufacture; and so it was, but he 
thought there had been lately too much stimulus 
to it, and that ithad been overdone. It was for- 
tunate for Georgia, South Carolina, and Alabama, 
that their works had not been commenced earlier, 
as they would be enabled to construct them much 
cheaper, by having the benefit of the experience of 
other States, which had cost them so much. He 
would not say the exemption of the materials used 
by these corporations frem taxation was unconsti- 
tutional, but if he chose to make an argument, he 
could demonstrate to those who held the opinions 
of the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Cat- 
HoUN,} and the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Ar- 
CHER,] that it was so. If the direct grant of ove 
huadred thousand dollars a year to a State or com- 
pany, for purposes of internal improvement was 
unconstitutional, was not the exemption of their 
materials from taxation to the amount of one hun- 
dred thousand doliars a year equally so? 

Mr. CALHOUN replied at much length to Mr. 
Bocuanan. The Senator boasted of the advantages 
of his State in the ‘abundance of her mineral 
wealth, for the manufacture of iron, and yet, not- 
withstanding all these advantages, he is not con- 
tent, but proposes further advantages by his 
amendment. As greatas are his advantages for 
the manufacture of iron, ours are as great for the 
manufacture of railroads. The Senator says that 
hides are introduced duty free‘ because they are 
the raw material which forms the basis of many 
important branches of domestic indastry. Well, 
is nota railroad an important, nay, is it not the 
most important of all our domestic productions? In 
their very creation (or manufacture as it might 
literally be called) they employed a greater amount 
of manual labor than any other species of labor, 
and gave facilitiesto the farmer, merchant, tra- 
veller, tradesman, manufacturer, and mechanics 
of all kinds. Why then, asked Mr. Catnoum, 
should iron used in the manufacture of rail- 
roads be taxed, and raw hides used in the 
manufacture of leather be left free? The one 
gives encouragement and facilities to ail other 
species of home industry; the other principally 
to that employed in making shoes and har. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that it w long 
since he studied Locke’s log'c, that he did fiot know 
whether he should be able to answét the Senator 
from South Carolina by the rule; but as the Sena- 
tor demanded a logical reply, be (Mr. Bocnawan) 
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would do bis best to lethim haveit. He would {| repealed when time enough had been given to the || let as be the more anited, and the more determined do his bestto lethim have it. He would 
n:t, however, during his answer, object to the Se- 
naior’s taking a pinch of snuff, or turoing te a 
iriend to ask aquestion. If the S-nator should do 
these things, he (Mr. Bucnanan) should not com- 
plain. The Senator objects that he (Mr. Bucmanan) 
stands with the strong party. He be.ieved hedid, for 
he stood with the same party asthe Senator, and he 
hoped jt would long continue the strong party. 
He advocated the placing of railioad iron on the 
same footing as other imported iron, not from any 
sectional feeling towards his own State, but because 
it would be for the benefit of all the States of the 
Union. If this Government had appropriated 
$500,000 per annum, according to the official state- 
meats given by the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Huwstinaton,} by exempting iron from duty, for 
the use of railroads, was not this a direct appro- 
priation for the benefit of the railroad corpora- 
tions? If the Senator had this side of the ergu- 
ment he woald make the Senate resound with the 
plea that all duties must be equal and uniform, 
and neta ducy of twenty per cent. levied on most 
of the imports, while the article was of all the rest 
exempted. The doctrine of “ves'ed rights,” al- 
most, had been brought forward by the Senators 
from Georgia. The very same argument would 
apyiy to any change whatever in the ‘ariff, because 
the whole community had made contracts. under 
the existing rate of tariff; which they supposed 
would continue. Thequestion was within a nut- 
shell; what was i1? We were blessed with a coun- 
try abounding with coal and ore, equalled by none. 
The art of smelting iron with anthracite coal was 
Ym ore understood, and the representatives of the 
States having this coal and ore, vere asked to 
agree to have the foreign articie come in free of 
duty, while all other imports were taxed twenty 
per cent. and that because this was wanted for rail- 
roads. The domestic raijroad iron could be ob- 
tained as cheap, and of as good a quality as the 
foreign article. Why should this article alone be 
exempted (rom duty? 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that one of his argu- 
ments against the distribution bill was, that it 
would take jfrom the people more in taxes 
taan it gave to the Siates in distribution. In 
reply to the argument of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, he contended that no eause 
could justify the imposition of a daty of 20 
per cent. ad valorem, on railroad iron, which 
would be ruinous to the interests ef tire Southern 
States. Raw-hides, by the bill, bal been exempted 
from daty, but what greater reason was there for 
the exemptiun of tbisaiticle from duty than of rail- 
road iron. 

Mr. BUCHANAN con‘ended than foreign hides 
came in no competition with domectic, but were 
reqoired fr manufacture in this co :ntry; it was for 
our benefit that they should be imported; bat this 
was not the case with iron; there were most ample 
supplies of that, and coal connected with it, in 
quantities sufficient for the use of the country, and 
as cheap as it could be imporred. He hoped the 
amendment would prevail, as it waxy founded on 
every principle of reason and justices. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON declined to modify his 

amendment, by changing the time, as had been 
suggested to him; he thought it was a proper time 
to give notice to imporers of the article, who 
might now have made foreign orders. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said the purpose of the law 
of 1832, exempting Iron from duty, was to encou- 
rage enterprise for general publ c benefit, for the 
establishment of rattroads. This object had not 
yetbeen accomplished; the railroads of his State, 
and of the Southern States, were not yet completed, 
and they ought fo have the same ad; antages ex- 
tended to them as those of the North had had; and, 
for this purpose, the law ovgat not yet to be re- 

aled. 
ae. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. Hunrincron) had offered his 
amendment to protect the people of his State, and 
then he was willing the law should be repealed. 
He had overlooked the States of Alabama, South 
Carolina, and others, who had commenced their 
railroads under the law protecting the iron from 
duty, and he was willing that the law should be 


repealed when time enough had been given to the 

people of his State to provide against it. He (Mr. 
C ) opposed thi; if the law was to be repealed, he 
wi-hed it 'o come at once. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he was influenced by 
no matter of fact existing in his own State, but he 
offered it for the bencfit of those corporations of the 
Senator’s and other States, which had sent their or- 
ders for iron, His object in offering his amend- 
ment was the general benefit of the country. 

Mr. KING contended that this notice ought in 
the same manner to be extended to the importers 
of all goods, as well as of railroad iron. This 
amendment, a!so, so far postponed the time for the 
repeal of the law, that orders might now be issued, 
and the articles imported, before it took effect. To 
carry out the principle for which the Senator con- 
tended, he ought to confine it to articles of all 
kinds, the or¢ers for which bad been issued. Ifhe 
could be satisfied that domestic iron could be se- 
cured as low as the foreign :rticle, he would be 
willing to put an equal duly on it with-other im- 
ports. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said Senators en the 
| other side had expressed much hope that the ses- 
son should terminate, an! yet three hours had 
been occupied on this single amendment relating to 
i on, one article of the many in the bill. If they 
wished to adj urn, let them act on these measures. 


| Until this bill was decided on, and tke Bank bill, 


they would fix no day for adjournment. If gentle- 
men on the other side would let the measures be 
disposed of, he would then unite with them in 
fixing a time to a’journ. 

As to this amendmen!: the law was passed free- 
ing iron from duty, when the Treasury was over- 
flowing; this was not now the case, and all that 
ought to be done was to allow companies which 
had un¢ertaken their works under the considera- 
tion of the law, to have equal benefits of the law, 
and then to repeal the act. He shou!d vote for the 
amendment to the amendment, and the amend- 
ment itself. 

He would make a prediction to the gentlemen 
on the other side, and if it be fulfilled, as he was 
perfectly satisfied it would, it will be an indisputa- 
bie demonstration of the wisdom of the principle 
of protection. It was, that there being now nearly 
an equal capacity to produce iron in America with 
Europe, in les ‘han five years, were this amend- 
ment adopted, the foreign iron would be brought 
to a much less rate than at present, as there would 
be an American rival in the trade; and the consc- 
quence would be a reduction in the price of the 
article. If the amendment were adopted, and any 
companies which had commenced their works under 
ihe former law, shoald make out their czse and peti- 
tion Congress to relieve them from paving the 
duty, he bad no doubt but it would be granted. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose simply to state that the 
prediction of the Senator from Kentucky would 
be like all the predictions ke had favored Congress 
with for the last five and twenty years. The re- 
verse of the Senator’s prediction would come to 
pass. This was always the fa'e of his predictions. 
He uses precisely the same language now that he 
did twenty years ag, and all knew the resu!t of 
his predictions of that day. He, Mr. C. could not 
consent to take his predictions, and he was pretty 
sare nobody else would. The Senator has pro- 
fessed his determination to continue this session, 
which he acknowledges he can terminate when he 
pleases, until two of his great measures are con- 
summated. Now, as the Senator has it in his 
power to terminate the session, why does he not 
withdraw his Tariff bill and the Bank bill, and let 
the session be brought at once to a clove? If he 
is really anxious to adjourn, let him give up these 
bills. Let bis friends give up their Bank bill. 

Mr CLAY. Never, never! No, notif we stay 
here till Christmas. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Very well; let the country 
understand that it is those who upnecessarily 
brought us here, now prefer keeping us here till 
Christmas, to giving up the measures on which they 
have been so signally defeated in argument. Now as 
the Senator from Kentucky had issued his mandate 
to his friends, he (Mr. Catnoun) would give his 
advice to the friends of the people. It was this: 





let us be the more anited, aud the more determined. 
Let us march on, and batter down this whole sys 
tem of measures. Let us meet this new Bank bii! 
as we did the last, and jet us argue the amendments 
of this tariff bill with a view of protecting the peo. 
ple. It wili take our utmost vigilance to guard the 
couniry against the iniquitous measures with which 
it is threa‘ened. 

Mr. WALKER wes very glad to find that the 
Bank bill, now in the hands of the select commit- 
tee, was so bad that, for the first time in his life, 
the Senator from Kentucky was not prepared to 
vote forit. He wayso much ashamed of it, that 
he declares he must remain non-committal. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. No such thing; I said 
no such thing. 

Mr. WALKER. You said you were non-com- 
mitial. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. To you; but I did not 
say [ had not made up my mind as to the vote [ 
would give. There is no Senator in this Chamber 
who has his mind more thoroughly made up; but I 
am not going to tell you what my mind iv. 

Mr. WALKER. Very well, it amounts to 
this, that ihe Senator isso much ashamed of the 
new Benk bill got up by his friends, that he will 
not tell its opponents what Lis opinion is of it. We 
are to wai’ for the yeas ard nays to find that out. 
With regard to the amendment now under consi- 
ceration, he (Mr. Waker) could not see upon 
what principle of right, raitroad iron was to be ex- 
empt fr m duty, more than iron used by farmers 
for farming purposes. Hefelt inclined to be on 
this qnestion as the Senater from Kentucky was 
01 the new Bank biil—non committal; butsiill he 
coul{ not give a vote that wou'd make an unfair 
discrimination between imported iron for the use 
of corporations, and that imported for the use of 
individuals. If there was tobe any partial dis-. 
crimination, he wou!d infinitely prefer it chould be 


corporations. 
Mr. CALHOUN asked the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi a question not distinctly heard in the gal- 


ery. 

Mr. WALKER said, thatexempting corporations 
from all duties on railroad iron, was to dis- 
tribute half a million a year among these weal. 
thy companies, and thereby making a deficit in the 
revenue to this amount annually... We would 
thus erea’'e, by ths distribution among corpora- 
tions, an annual deScit in the revénne of halfa 
million; which, like the deficii created by the Land 
bili, would require new duties upon the people 
of the Union, and especially upon the planters of 
Missisippi, which duties perhaps would be 
laid on the nessarics of life. Should he agree to 
these bounties and dist'ibution in favor of corpo- 
rations, he might endanger the compromise tariff 
act, justas it was endangered by the Lacd bill, 
and create the necessity or the pretext for its viola- 
tion. By this bill the planters and farmers had to 
pay twenty percent. on all the iron they used in 
wagons, carts, hoes, ploughs, and every im- 
plement of husbandry, and yet a_ discrimi- 
nation was to be made, by which the iron used 
by incorporated companies was to be free of duty. 
Now if any discrimination was made, he would 
prefer to discriminate in favor of the pianters and 
farmers, snd not tax them by grants of exclusive 
privileges, for the benefit of corporations. The 
ex-mption would give vast privileges to the incorpo- 
rated over the unincorporated, to the artificial over 
the natural man, to the wealthy over the poer, and 
in every form was a new distribution in favor of 
corporations, and subjected the compromise tariff 
act Jo imminent danger; and as a friend of that 
compromise, he could not vote for this exemption. 

Mr. Hontineton’s amendment to the amend- 
ment was adopted without a decision. 

Mr. PRESTON advocated the amendment. The 
law exempting iron from duty had virtually made 
large appropriations for internal improvements, 
and, moreover, it was partial in its operations. 
Under this system of legislation, his State and 
many othershad been and now are engaged in the 
construction of railroads, and their legislation 
should not be hastily or tuddenly reversed. Th:s 
was not an argument against the change of the 


used in favor of farmers, instead of in favor of: 











law, but against a limitation on the amendment; 
and he would much prefer that the law be re- 
pealed, excepting so far as it applied to the iron 
for railroa'!s, whose contruction had now been com- 
menced; this ought to be feft free of duty. 

Mr. KING hoped the Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Preston,] would put his view of 
some equilable arrangement in the shape of an 
amendment. 

Mr. CUTHBERT mode the same request. 

Mr. BUCHANAN considered his amendment 
sported by the modification. It would allow cor- 
porations just now commencing operation to go on 
for any number of years they pleased to keep their 
works in su pense, importing iron free of daty. 
The intention of his original am*ndment was al- 
together frustrated by the modification. 

Mr. SEVIER thought the whole proposition of 
now subjecting railroad json to duty, one of the 
most selfish proposiiions he had ever heard. It 
would emountto this: that tle railread companies 
who had been for several years receiving their iron 
duty free might iron complete their works on the 
same terms; but companies in such new States as 
Arkansas, not yet ready to begin, should encounter 
the discouragement and disadvantage of having to 
pay twenty per cent. more for their iron than the 
older companies prid. 

Mr. PRESTON remarked that it was not in his 
contemplation that companies ready to commence 
operations, or which had been formed on the faith 
of having the same advantages of other compa- 
nies, should be placed in any unfair condition. 
He thought that by postponing the operation of the 
amendment one or two years, the object cf the Se- 
nator would be attained. 

Mr BERRIEN suggested a change of language 
in the amendment, which would effect the object 

Mr. TAPPAN suggesied some further al'era- 
tion, which Mr. Berrien approved of, 

Mr. MERRICK moved a reconsideration of the 
vete by which the amendment to the amendment 
had been adopted. The object was to rejeci ‘hat 
amendmen’, and ‘hea frame the amendment so as 
to apply to railrvads, the constructoa of which 
was now commenced, 

Mr. SIMMONS should vote for the amend- 
meat, on the ground that the duty was required for 
revenue, and would be drawn, not from the pock- 
ets of the people of this country, but from foreign 
iron masters, and give the preference to manufac- 
lures of Our own country. 

After some remarks from Mr. TAPPAN against 
the amendment which had been adopted, the ques- 
tion was taken, and the moiion to reconsider was 
carried, as follo ws: 

YE .S—Messrs. Ailen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, 
Berrien, Calhoun, Ciay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Graham, Kerr, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Nicholson, Pres 
ton, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connectient, Tappan, 
White, Woodbridge, and Young—26 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Buchanan, Chate, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Henderson, 
Hantington, Miller, Paelps, Pierce, Porter, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, Walker, and Wright—2¢. 

The question now recurring on Mc. Bucaanan’s 
amendment, 

Mr. BERRIEN submitied an amendmen’ to the 
amendment, the object of which was to exempt 
from duty iron now laid down on railroads, iron 
alrea!y imported for that purpose, and iron o;der- 
ed, but no: yet received. 

Mr. BUCHANAN objected that this would en- 
tirely do away wih the object of his amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN thoucht it wes not in order to 
discass the motion. 

The CHAIR explained the point of order. 

Mr. BATES contended that the effect of a pro- 
tecting duty would be to make native ivon more 
exiensively manufaciured, and it would ultimately 
become cheaper than either foreign iron free of 
duty now is obtained by rai'road companies, or na- 
tive iron can now be furnishes. : 

Here a message from the Houe of Representa- 
lives was receive, that they bad concurred in the 
ac.endments of the Senate to the Distribution bill, 
except the second, third, and sixth amendments. 











CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


DISTRIBUTION AND PREEMPTION BILL. | 
On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the re- | 


venue ‘ill was laid on the table, and the distribu- 
ton tskea up, for the consideration of its amend- 
ments, i 

The amendmenis disagreed to by the Houre were 
read, and are those which provide that the distri- 
bution shall be made to the States according to their 
respective Federal representation in the two 
Houses of Congress. 


recede from these amendments 

Mr. KING moved that the Senate insist on its 
amendments. 

Some discussion ensued as to the priority of the 
motion to recede 

The CHAIR decided that the motion to recede 
being first made, was the first in order. 

Mr. FULTON hoped the Senate would not con- 
sent to recede from its amendment. It was an 
amendment necessary to do justice to the small 
States He contended that in no other way could 
any thing like justice be done them. He went into 
detai's to show this, and sustained the amendment 
with many authorities, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped the Senate 
would recede from the amendment. He insisted 
thay the opposition to the motion was made solely 
with a view of defeating the bill. He called upon 
the friends of the measure to rally in iis support 
and prevent that object. 

Mr. CALHOUN did not see any occasion for 
such warmth. On the contrary, this was an ccca- 
sion that called for ecol consideration, and gentle- 
men should deliberate well before they gave up 
the princis le of protection guarantied by the Consti- 
tu‘ion to the small States, by equality of representa- 
tion asto their sovereignties. He showed the 
disparity of effects between the fractional Fe- 
d-ral population of the small States and the large 
Siates. 

Mr. SEVIER showed the difference between the 
effect of a fraction of 40,000 in Arkansas and in 
one of the large Svates. 

Mr. BENTON went at large into documentary 
and historical evidence to show that the principle 
of this amendment was the true constitutional 
principle intented by the founders of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana had no objection to 
every Sepvator helding himself responsible to his 
constituents for his vote on this question. 

Mr. WOODBORY said he had before supported 
the rule adopted by the Senate, not merely because 
he came from one of the sinaller Siates, but be- 
cause he deemed it the most just rule. The ratio 
selec'ed by the House of Representatives did not, 
as some had suppposed, conform to the original 
deeds of cession in any respect whatever. 

If we look to those deeds as creating a trust in 
behalf of the States separately, then each State was 
entitled to an cqual share. Each, then, was a 
member of the confederacy, in i's equal and sove- 
reign capacity. But if you depart from that, and 
go to their power in the Government as now con- 
stitated, and the electoral vo'e is the trne guide. 
That is the compound exponent of both branches. 
It is the compromise of the present Constitation— 
on which alone it coul! have deen adopted, and on 
which alone it can be perpetuated. 

If gentlemen resort to another expression in one 
or two of the deeds of cession, but not 2t ali ina 
vest majority of them—that expression relating to 
the preporiion of the burdens of the S'ates onder 
the old Confederation, as being the index of their 
interests in the lands—*ven that proportion is not 
the guid: establisted by the other House in this 
bill. That proportion was the quan'i'y ef surveyed 
or taxed and cultiva'ed land in each Stete; and 
not their population or Federal numbers, or any 
thirg of the kind. 

This ratio, which we are now asked to sanction, 
is, therefore, not countenanced by the character of 
the old Confederation —nor the power of the Stat-s, 
as represented in it—nor their liabili'ies under it to 
Taxation. What isit then selected for? Why, 
except under naked power rather than right? It 
is, also, a departure from the power of the Sta es 
and the people, as beautifully and happily con- 
bined under the present Constitution. It merely 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana mo-ed that the Senate | 
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professes to conform toa rule of direct taxation 
under it, and to the representation in the other 
House, when that rule and that representation 
have nothing todo with he matter of this distri- 
bution except arbitrarily. 

Tne money now t> be distributed was not de- 
rived from direet taxation—net a dollar of it. 
We never, in our history, had witnessed but two di- 
rect taxes, and might never behold another. 

This money came from the public lands and the 
tariff; and if looking to its origin, the ratio of di- 
rect taxation had nothing to do withit. So the 
representation iv the other House had nothing to 
do with it, more than the Federal representation in 
this Hceuse; nor, indeed, as beioie shown, so 
much. Wre, therefore, had selected in 1836, for 
dividing the deposites, as we should now, a just 
rule—a compromise rule—a constitutional rule, 
looking to both Houses. 

In 1836, almost every dollar of the surplus dis- 
tributed, came really from the proceeds of the 
lands, and not, av some had misapprehended, from 
duties. ‘The revenue from the lan’s in 1835, ex- 
ceeded fourteen millons; in 1836, tweat,-four 
millions; and these thirty-cight milli ns cons'ivuted 
‘he means and the basis of that distribution. Why 
then should not thir distribution of the lands, like 
that one of lands, be reguiated according to the 
mixed and e¢ mpromise representation in both 
Howse:? And why should not that be deemed a 
con'rolling prececeat in poin'? 

This was far from an idle or |‘ eoretieal ques. 
tion. With the emaliest States it made a diffe- 


| rence of near two handred per cent. in what they 


would receive; and with New Hampshire it made 
a difference of several thousands of dollars. 
While, then, it was of so great praciical impor- 
tance to that class of States, the loss by the large 
Siates in taling the electoral vote as a gaite, in- 
stead of the Feccral population, was very trifling 
to each of them. It was to New York, for in- 
stenee, only the difference between one-forty and 
one-furty-two parts, insiead of the difference be- 
tween one past aod three parts, as in the case of 
Delaware er Arkansas. Go back, then, to tbe 
strict (quality ef the S:ates under the confecera- 
tion, or to the rule of taxation under it, er take 
the just ang compromise rule under the present 
Constitution, which the Senate has proposed. No 
intermediate arbitrary ratio is legal or equitable.’ 
None such has the sanction of precedent or of 
reason, or of a liberal harmonizing spirit among 
the different members ¢f the Union. None such 
is consistent with that fraternal feeling which 
framed the Constitution as itis. None suc’ can 
be tolerated by this body, representing the States 
as equal sovereigntics. None such is just either 
to us, who represent such sovereignties, or to our 
constituents, who sent us here to protect them in ail 
their just claims a: equal and independent States. 

The rule we are now asked to sanction is an ep~ 
tire innovation in our system. Ii never has beena 
guide in any thing for the whole Government. 

If carried out in other things, it would dissolve 
the Union and abolish the present Constitation, 

Let us then adhere to our own equitable ad 
porportionate standard, looking to the whole Go- 
verninen'; and act in a spirit not only becoming 
our stations as the ambassadors of States, but as 
ready to recognise, at the same time, the righ s of 
the pecple in th:irin ‘ividaal capacity, as delegated 
to their Representatives in the other House. 

Beth can thus be harmonized—State rights and 
popolar rights—oth can be thus defended—and 
that respect and attachment of both secured, which 
formed and which alone can preserve both the 
Consitution and the Union, 


*Mr. DIXON made a few remarks in favor of 
the principle of the amendment; bat considering the 
fate of the whole hill depended on the Senate re- 
ceding from its amendmeat, he should vote for the 
mo'ion to recede. 


The vote was then taken on receding from the 
amendments, aod carried, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Bachanan, Choate, Clay of Keatueky, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kez, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
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Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Whi'e, and Woodbridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Clayten, Folton, King, Linn, M.Ro- 
bert“, Moaton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, and 
Youog—18. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, August 30, 1841. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON of Tennessee asked permission of the 
House to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the two Houses of Congress will adjourn and close its present 
session on Monday, the 6th day of September, 1841. 

Mr. FILLMORE of New York objected to it. 

Mr. ADAMS of Massachusetts sail there was a McLeod reso- 
jution upon the Speaker’s table first in order. He desired to 
have that resolution taken up, but if that was laid over, he had 
several resolutions on the table, offered three years since,which 
under the rules were laid over for a day, but which were never 
reached by the House. One set of these resolutions renewed 
by him at this ses-ion, related to the investment of the Smith- 
sonman fund in the State stock of Arkansas, and the as- 
sumption of State debts. To get at the matter in order, he said 
he would move to take up the firat resolution, 

The SPEAKER wished the gentleman to withdraw his mo- 
tion, 80 as to permit him to communicate to the House a mes- 
sage fiom the President, forwarding further papers from the 
heads of Departments, in relation to the removal of ofhcers 
sincethe 4th of March last, Ordered to be laid on the table 
ard printed. 

Mr. MALLORY iaquired of the the Speaker what was the 
question before the House. 

The SPEAKER shook his head, and said the gentleman 
from Massachusetia(Mr, Apams] was proceeding by general 
copsent. 

Mr. ADAMS then adverted more particularly to the condition 
of this fund; and urged the House at least to take up and con- 
sider the resolution which provided for the repeal of the section 
of the law which absolutely required the Secretary of the Trea- 
eury to reinvest in State stocks (in which, however, he ex- 
pressed perfect confidence) all the interest that was received 
vn this capital; even if they would not take upthe others of 
the series. 

The SPEAKER said the first business in order was the pre- 
sentation of petitions. 

On leave given, Mr. STEENROD presented the resolutions 
of a meeting of the citizens of Marshall county, protesting 
against the general coure of legislation at the present Congress; 
which were laid on the table. ' 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a message from the 
President of the United States, in answer (o a resolution of this 
House of the 16th ult. transmitting a letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, with accompanying papers, in relation to ré 
movals from office, &c. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed asan appendix to 
jnformation heretofore received on the same subject. 

Mr. ADAMS urged the House to take up the resolutions above 
referred to by him. 

Mr. EVERETT ~~ notice that, when the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr, C. Jonnson] should submit his resolution in re- 
lation to the final adjournment of Congress, he (Mr. E ) would 
offer the following as an amendment thereto, 

Resolved, That Congress ought not to adjourn until the col- 
jection, sate-keeping, and disbursement of the revenue be pro- 
vided for by law. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made a remark, the purport of which 
the Reporter could not hear. 

The SPEAKER called the States and Territories in their or- 
der for petitions and memorials: 

Mr. STANLY presented a petition from the citizens of Wash- 
ington country, North Carolina, praying Congress to charter a 
National Bank. 

Mc. McKAY asked leave to offer a resolution, (which was not 
read,) the presentation of which was objected to. 

Petitions and memorials were further presented by the fullow- 
ing gentlemen, and were appropriately referred: 

Messrs, GOODE and RIDG WAY, of Ohio. 

Mr. BARTON, of Virginia. 

(Mr. B. presented the petition of 214 citizens of Ifarpeis’s 
Ferry and its vicinity, remonstrating against the continuance of 
a military superintendency over the public works at that place. 
Also, a petition from the same place, signed by 187 individuals, 

yraying a law to authorize the continuance of a military super- 
intendent over the public armories. Which petitions, on Mr. 
Barron’s motion, were referred to the Committee on Military 
ates) Lt 
Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the following amendment to the bill of the 
House of Representatives No. 4, be referred to the Committee 
on the Public ens ae to incorporate said 

mendment with said bill, and report the same with said bill: 
’ AMENDMENT. vias 

That, where any of the public lands of the United States have 
remained unsold for the space of fifteen years after the termi- 
nation of the public sales, the same may be entered and pur- 
chased by actual settlers on the following terms and conditions, 
io wit: If a settler is desirous to purchase, for his residenee, 
eighty, or less than eighty acres, he may enter and purcha* 
the same at fifty cents per acre; if he is desirous to purchase 
a quantity over eighty and not exceeding one hundred and sixty 
acres, he may enter and purchase the same at seventy five 
gents per acre; and if he desire to purchase a quantity over one 
huadred and sixty acres and not exceeding three hundred and 
awenty acres, he may purchase the same at one dollar per 
a but no settler shall purchase a greater quantity than three 
hundred and twenty acresat a price below the minimum of one 
dollar and a quarter per acre, as now established by law. 

Bre. 2. A be it further enacted, That, before any set- 
2er shail be allowed to enter and purchase land at the reduced 
prices aforesaid, he sha! file an affidavit with the register of the 
P land office, under such regulations as the Rectetary of 
ihe wry shall prescribe, that such applicant is at the time, 


¢r intends, within six months, to become, an actual settler on 





the land propdsed to be entered; and that such applicant makes 
the entry in his own name, for his own benefit, and not in 
trust for another. And ifthe said purchaser shall not, within 
the sai! six months, settle, and, in good faith, reside upon the 
land entered as aforesaid, the same inay be entered and pur- 
chased, 1n manner aforesai., by any other person desirous of 
settling te same, at the reduced prices aforesaid, or by any 
other person. whether he intends settling thereon or not, at the 
price of one dollar and a quarter per acre: Provided, That if, 
before the expiration of the said term of six months, any per- 
son, who had entered land as aforesaid for settlement, is una 
ble to make an actual settlement thereon, he may require a title 
to the land, entered as aforesaid, by paying such additional sum 
therefor as will complete the minimum price of one dollar and 
a quarter per acre, now fixed by law. 

r. LEWIS WILLIAMS objecting, the resolution was not 


received. 
LAND BILI. 

Mr. MORROW, from the Committee on Public Lands, to 
whom had been referred the bill ‘‘to epreepeiate the proceeds 
of the sales of the publie lands, and to grant pre-emption 
rights”’ with certain amendments made thereto by the Senate, 


reported back the same, with a recommendation that the said - 


amendments be concurred in by the House, 

And the question being on concurring therein-— 

Mr. JOHN C. CLARK moved the previous question. 

Mr. L& WIS WILLIAMS moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered. 

And the Cugrx having called the roll, 179 members answered 
to their names. 

Aad the names of the absentees having been called, 190 mem- 
bers appeared to be present. 

& Thedoors of the Hall were then closed, and excuses were 
oflered. 

When Mr. Borrts’s name was called, Mr. GOGGIN rose and 
said his colleague had left the city for New York on very im- 
portant business—he hoped that the House would excuse him, 

Mr. HOPKINS said that, to use a modern phrase, his gol- 
league had paired off. and believing that this thing of pairing 
of ought to be settied by the House, and without intending any 
disrespect to his colleague, he asked for the yeasand nays, and 
trusted that the matter would be definitively settled. Mr. H. 
said he thought the practice wrong, and he should, on this 
ground, vote as well against excusing Mr. Borrs as he should 
against excusing his other colleague, (Mr. Jongs,| with whom 
he had paired off, 

The yeas and nays were taken, and were—yeas 68, nays 98, 
Sothe House refused to excuse Mr. Borts. 

Mr. HOPKINS said his object wasanswered; he would not 
pless the matter further. 

When the name of Mr. Jones of Virgin ia was called, 

Mr. HOPKINS said that his colleague (Mr. Jongs] was the 
member who had paired off with bis other colleagne, {Mr. 
Borrs.)and asthe latter had not been excused, it was but even- 
handed justice not to excuse the former. 

Mr. SAUNDERS of North Carolina moved that al! further 
proceedings in the call be dispensed with. 

Upon this the yeas and nays were ordered, and were—yeas 
46, nays 119. 

When Mr. JOIINSON of Maryland was called, 

Mr. MASON saidthe whole of his colleagues were absent; 
and he move: to excuse them in alump: not ordered. 

Mr. MASON moved that Mr. So..Lers be excused, vn account 
of sickness in his family; and it was so ordered. 

On motior. of Mr. FILLMORE, all further proceeding in the 
call were dispensed with. 

The doors of the Hall were then opened. 

And the question recurring on the demand of Mr. Joun C. 
Criarke for the previous question— 

Mr. WISE rose toa point of order. He submitted to the 
Sfeaker thatthe Senate had changed the appropriations made 
by the House; that the bill contained new features of appro- 
priation, both of land and money; and that, therefore, it must, 
under the rule of the House, be referred to the Commiitee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said that the bill, by its provisions, appro 
priated, without any limitation, the entire proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands. 

Mr. WISE. Yes; but there is a two per cent. fund, indey en- 
dent of the proceeds. 

The SPEAKER. That comes out of the proceeds. 

Mr. WISE. But they are distinct moneys. 

The SPEAKER. True; but the bill upon its face absorbs 
the entire proceeds of the sales of the public lands; 1 embraces 
the whole. ‘Ihe amendments of the Senate, it is true, make a 
disposition different from that of the House of a portion of those 
proceeds; but they do not take onedollar more out of the Trea- 
sury. They do notenlarge the appropriation made on the face 
of the bill. ; 

Further conversation on the point of order was cut off by a 
motion of 

Mc. BOYD that the bill and amendments be laid on the 
table, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion, which weie ordered; and being taken, were as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messts. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bid. 
lack, Bowne, Boyd, Charles Brown, Burke, illiam Butler, 
William O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Wm. B Campbell, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Cross, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, W. ©. Dawson, John B. Dawson, Dean, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, J. G Floyd, C. A. Floyd, For- 
nance, Gamble, Gerry, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, 
Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, er Marchand, 
John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Mediil, Miller, Newhard, 
Parmenter, Pickens, Plumer, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, 
Santord, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steen Sumter, 
Sweney, Tarney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Watterson, 
Westbrook, Wise,and Wood 85. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, 8. J, 
Andrews, Arnold. Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Bareand, Birica, 


” 


Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, 


Bronson, Milton Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Tho J. Campbell . 


Caruthers, Chittend:n, John C. Clark, Cooper, Cowen, Cran- 
ston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, 
wards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gentry 

n, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Green, G Hall, Hal 
sted, W. 8, Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James 





Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kep. 
nedy, Lane, Lawrence, apt nce F. Marshall, 8. Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Mor. 
ris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, Pope, Powe), 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant Shepperd, Simonton, Slade 
Smith, Stanly, Stokely Stratton, Alexander H.H. Stuart, Jno’ 
T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, ‘‘omlinson, Tolend, Tripley 
Trumbull, Underwoo:!|, Wallace, Washington, Ed. D. Whit. 
J. L. White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and Johy 
Young—I11. 

So the bill and amendments were not Jaid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, by Asgury Dicx 
EN8, Esq Secretary, informing this House— 

First, that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of the 
Tlouse to the bill to amend an act entitled “An act to carry into 
effect a convention between the United States and the Mexican 
Republic.” : 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of 
the House to the bill to amend the act to provide for the taking 
of the Sixth Census. 

Also, thatthe Senate insisted upon the second and fourth 
amendments made by that body to the bill “making appropri. 
ations for various fortifications, for ordnance, and for prevent 
ing and suppressing Indian hostilities,” and had concurred in 
the other amendments of the House to the amendments of the 
Senate. ‘ : 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. Joun €. 
Crark for the previous question— 

Mr. BIDLACK renewed the point of order, in reijation to the 
necessity of committing the bill. 

And after some conversation on that point between Meesr 
RIDLACK, CAVE JOHNSON, McKAY, and LEWI8 WIL. 
LIAMS— 

The SPEAKER decided that, under the rule, it was not ne- 
cessary to commit the bill. 

From this decision Mr. WISE appealed. 

Mr. STEENROD asked the yeas and nays on the appeal, 
which were ordered. o 

And the question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the House?” was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative; yeas 107—nays 82. 

So the decision ofthe Speaker was affi7 med. 

Mr ARTHERTON of New Hampshire raised a point of 
order. He considered that the previous question applied to but 
one amendment, and that wasthe amendment immediately |) 
fore the House. 

The CHAIR overruled his point of order. 

The House then decided that the main question should be 
put—yeas 14, nays 92. 

When the second amendment of the Senate to the Land bill 
had been read, Mr. ATHERTON rose and offered the following 
amendment: ; 

Provided, That ifat any time it shall be necessary to bor 
row money, orto lay a duty or tax on fea or coffee, in order to 
supply any deficiency in the Treasury, then the distribution 
provided in this act shall be suspended, and shall continue 
suspended until] all sums so borrowed shall have been reim 
bursed and paid, and such duty or tax taken off of said arti 
cles.”? 

The SPEAKER intimated that the amendment was not i, 
order, the previous question having been ordered. 

Mr. ATHERTON raised the following point of order: 

“The amendments of the Senate are separate and distinct 
amendments, involving various, separate, and distinet consi 
derations. 

“Except by general consent of the House, the q'testion must 
be put separately on concurring In each amendmeut of the Se- 
nate. 

“The previous question, if ordered, can only apply to the se 

rate panentanens tanned sony before the House.” 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of oider, and decided 
that Mr. A’s amendment could not be received. 

Some further conversation followed as to the effect of the 
previous question. ; 

When the question on the motion of Mr. J. ©. Crark for 
the previous question was taken, and decided in the affima- 
tive. 

So there was a second. 

And on the question, “Shall the main question be now 
taken?” 

Mr. ATHERTON asked the yeas and nays, whieh were or. 
dered; and, being taken, were, yeas 194, nays 92. 

So the House determined that the main question should now 
be taken. 3 F ; . 

And the question recurring on the main question, (being on 
concurring with the Senate in the amendments)— 

Mr. WISE asked that a separate question be taken on each 
amendment, which was ordered. 

And the first amendment (which provides that the Territo- 
ries of Wisconsin, Iowa, and Florida shall receive their distri. 
butive share of the proceeds) was concurred in without a di- 
vision. 3 

On the second amendment, viz: 

To strike out from the seconil section the words “respective 
Federal representative population, as ascertained hy the last 
censug,” and insert, “representation, respectively, in the two 
Houses of Congress, as the same may be fixed by the appor- 
tionment to be made under the census of 1840, and hereafter 
according to the representation as aforesaid in the two House 
of Congress, as it shall be apportioned, from time to time, un- 
der any future census, except that the District of Columbia 
and each of the Teriitories shall receive a distributive share 
equal to that which would be assigned in.any State fur one re- 
presentative in the Congress of the United States:” 


Mr, WISE asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
being taken, were as follows: 
an EAS Messrs Allen, L. W. Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Barton, Black, Blair, Boardman, Brockway, 
Bronson, Burke, Chapman, 8. N. Clark, Clifford, Cranston, 
Cross, Cushing, Eastman, eee Peaeten W. 0. Goode, 
Green, Halsted, Houston, Howard, . D. Jones, J. P. Kenne- 
dy, Lewis, Littlefield, Alfred Marshall, T. F. Marshall, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Moore. Morgan. Morrow, Osborne, Payne, Pickens , 
Pope, Powell, Randolph, Reynolds, Rhett, Shaw, Smith, Strat. 
ton, J. T. Stuart, Sumter, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Trumbull, 
Washington, B.D. White, T. W. Williams, C,H. Williams, 
Yorke, and Augustus Young—6l. 
NAY®—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arrington, 
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Babcock, Banks, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Borden; 
Bowne. Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Bur- 
nell, Wm. O. Butler. P. C. Caldwell, Cathoun, J. Campbell, W. 
B. Campbell, T. J. Campbe!l, Caruthers, Chittenden, J, C. 
Clark, Clintog, Coles, Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Damel. G. 
Davis, R. D. Davis, William C. Dawson, J. B. Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Doan, John Elwards, J. C. Rdwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
Fillmore, Jolin G, Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. L. 
Foster, Gamb'e, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, P. G. Go de, 
Gordon, Graham, Greig, Gustine, Habersham, Hall, Harris, 
William 8. Hastingg, John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Hopkins, 
Houck,Hubard, Hudsoa, Hunter, Hunt, Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
W. W. Irwin, Jack, James, Cave Johnson, Keim, Lane, 
Lawrence, Lion, A. McClellan, R. McClellan, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Samsen Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Medill, Morris, 
Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Pendieton, Plumer, Ramsay, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Riggs, Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, 
Saunders, Sergeant, Shepperd, Shields, Simonton, Slade, sny- 
der, Stauly, Steenrod, Stokely, A. H. HL. Stuart, Summers 
sweney, John B. Thompsoa, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, Un 'erwood, Van Buren, Wal- 
lice, Ward, Warren, Watterson. Westbrook, Joseph L. White, 
Lewis Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, and John Young 
= 136. K 

So the amendment of the Senate was not concurred in. 

The third amendment of the Senate, which provides that 
the distributive share of the District of Columbia “shail be 
the same as if said District were represented,” Was not concur: 
red n. 

sec'ion3. The amendment of the Senate, inserting the words 
“and Terri ories, er to the Governors thereot, in case the Legis- 
Jatuces shall have made no such apportionment,” was concur- 
red in, 

Section 4. The amendment of the Senate, providing that this 
ection shall not apply “to any sums apparently due to the 
United States as balances of debts growing out of the transac: 
tions of the Revolutionary war,” was congurred in. 

Section 5 The amendment of the Senate, inserting in the 
fifth linethe words “except as hereinbelore excepied,’? was not 
concurred in 

Section 6. On the amendment of the Senate inserting the 
words “unless Coasress shall think proper to grantvalternate 





sections along the line of any canal or other internal improve: * 


ment, and at the same time to increase the minimum price of 
the sections reserved”? — 

~ Cau JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays; which were 
reruse 

And the amendment was concurred in. 

The amendment of the Senate inserting in the 9th line of the 
— section the words “except as aloresaid,’? was concur- 
red in. 

Sec:ion 6. On concurring in the following amendment of the 
Senate, to wits 

“Provided, That if, at any time during the existence of this 
act, there shall be an iniposition of duties on imports inconsist- 
ent with the provisions of the act of March second, one thousand 
eight hundred aad thirty-three, entitled ‘An act to modify the 
act ofthe fourteenth of July, one thouzand eight hundred and 
thirty-two, and all other acts imposing duties on imports,’ and 
yond the rate of duty fixed by that act, to wit: twenty per 
centum on the value of such imports, er any of them, then the 
distributioa provided in this act sali be suspended, and shall 

y continue until this cause of its suspension shall be removed; 
and, when remove:l, if not prevented by other provisions of thia 
ant, such distribution shall be resumed.” 

Mr. IRWIN asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
ail, being taken, were as follows: 

Yiu AS—Messrs, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 8. J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Arrington, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Bronson, Milton Brown, William Butler, W. 
0. Butler, Cathoun, John Campbell, W. B. Campbell, Thomas 
J, Campbell, Caruthers, Chapman, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, 
Ss. N. Clarke, Coles, Cowen, Daniel, G. Davis, Wm. C. Daw- 

”, Debe_ry, Doan, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore. A. L. Fos- 
ter, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, P. G. Goode, William O. 
Guode, Graham, Green, Greig, tfalsted, Harris, Hays, Howard, 
tubard, Hunter, Hunt, 1. D. Jones{John v, Kennedy, King, 
Lewis, Linn, T. F. Marshall, 8. Masen, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Payne, Pendleton, Pickens, Powell, B. Randall, Ray- 
ner, Rencher, Ridgeway, Rogers, Russell, Saunders, Ser- 
geant, Shepperd, Shictds, Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Alex- 
ander Ht. H, Stuart, J.T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. 
Thompson, R, W. Thompson, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, Watterson, E. D. White, J. L, White, 
T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, C. fH. Williams, Yorke, 
A. Young, and John Young—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atherton, Biker, Banks, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Birdseye, Bordon, Bowne, Boyd, Briges, Brockway, 
Aaron V. Brown, © Brown, Burke; Burnell, P. C. Caldweik 
Clifford, Clinton, Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, 
KR. D. Davis, J. B. Dawson, Dean, Doig, Eastman, John 
Kdwards, J. ©. Edwards, Egbevt, Ferris, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gordon, Gusiine, Ha- 
berstiam, Hall, William 8, Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, 
Hopkins, Houck, Uouston, Hudson, Ingersoll, }James Irvin, 
W. W. Irwin, Jack, James, Cave Johnson, Keim, A. Ken- 
iedy, Lane, Lawrence, Littlefield, A. McClellan, R. MeClel- 
lan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marsball, Mathews, 
Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Piumer, Pope, Ramsey, Ran- 
dolph, Reynolds, Riggs, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shaw, Simonton, 

Snyder, Steenrod, Stratton, Sumter, Sweney, Tillinghast, To. 
land, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, West- 
brook, Winthrop, Wise, and Wood—94, 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred in 

Mr. PICKENS now moved to lay the bill and amendments’ 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in order, the previ- 
ous question having been ordered, and the motion itself to 

be gpa on the table having been already submitted and 

ed. 
_Mr. PICKENS. Since that, we have disagreed to a por- 
tion of the amendments of the Senate. The ratio of distri- 
niles has been changed; and a motion to lay on the table ap- 

The SPEAKER decided otherwise. 

Mr. PICKENS {ook an appeal from the decision; but after a 
brief conversation said he would not persist in it, 

S> the appeal was withdrawn, 


: re 8. The following amendment of the Senate was concut- 
ed in; 





Strike out the words “which has not heretofere received of 
the United States five hundred thousand acres for purposes of 
internal improvement,” and insert “five hundred thousand 
acres of land for purposes of finternal improvement:_ Provided, 
to each ofthe sail States which has already received grants for 
sald purposes, there is hereby granted no more than.” 

_And all the other amendments of the Senate, to the same sec- 
Uon, were concurred in withouta division. 

The amendments of the Senate to sections 9, 10 and 13 were 
also concurred in 

On concurring with the Senate in the following new section, 
to wit: 

“Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the two per cent. 
of the nett proceeds of the lands so'd, or that may hereafter be 
sold by the United States, inthe State of Mississippi, since the 
first day of December, eighteen hundred and seventeen, anid by 
the actentitled ‘An actto enable the people of the westera pait 
of the Mississippi Territory to form a Constitution and State 
Government, and for the admission of such State into the Union 
on an equal footing with the original States,’ and all acts sup- 
plemental thereto, reserved for the making of a read or roads 
leading to said State, be, and the same is hereby, relinquished 
to the State of Mississippi, payable in two equal instalments; 
the first to be paid on the first of May, eighteen hundred and 
forty-two, and the other on the fiest of May, eighteen hundred 
and forty-three, so far as the same may then have accrues, and 
quarteriy as the same may accrue afier the said period: Pro- 
vided, That the Legislature of said State shall first pass 
an act, declaring their acceptance of said  relinquish- 
ment in full of said fund, accrued and accruing, and 
also embracing a provision, to be unalterable without the 
consent of Congress, that the whole of said two per cent. fund 
shall be faithfully applied to the construction of a railroad, 
leadin z from Brandon, in the State of Mississippi, to the eastern 
boundary of said State, in the direction, as near as may be, of 
the townsof Selma, Cahaba, and Montgomery, in the State of 
Alabama.”’ 

Mr. STANLY asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEA=—Messrs. Allen. L. W. Andrews, 8. J. Andrews, 
Arnold, Ayerigg, Babcock, Baker, Banks, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, 
Aaron V. Brown, M. Brown, Burnell, William Butler, William 
O. Butler, Calhoun, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chapman, Chittenden, John 
© Clark, Staley N. Clark, Cravens, Cross, Garrett Davis, 
William ©. Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Everett, Fessen- 
den, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, 
Patrick G. Goude, Graham, Green, Greig, Gustine, Habersham, 
Hall, Halsted, William S. Hastings, John Hastings, Hays, 
Henry. Houck, Houston, Howard. Hudson, Hunt, James 
Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jamés, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Linn, Abraham MecCiclian, Thomas F. 
Marshell, Samson Mason, Mathict, Mattocks, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Medill, Moore, Morgan, Morris. Morrow, Newhard, 
Osborne, Owsley, Payne, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjaunin Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shields, 
Simonton, lade, Smith. Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander H. H. Stvart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, 
Taliaferre, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Werthrook, E. D. 
White, J. L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, A. Young, and John Young—140. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, 
Bowne, Boyd, Charles Brown, Burke, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cranston, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
John B. Dawson, Eastman, Egbert, Ferris, John G, Floyd, 
Charles A.Floyd, Gerry, William O. Goode, Gordon, Harris, 
Hopkins, Hubard, Keim, Littlefield, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
Alfred Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Parmenter, Saun- 
devs, Shaw, Shepperd, Steenrod, Sumpter, Van Buren, 
Ward, and Wise —42. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

And the amendment of the Senate (being an additional see- 
tion, numbered 17,) was concurred in. 

aoe the amendments of the Senate having been gone through 
with— “ 

Mr. HARRIS moved areconsideration of the vote by which 
the House had concurred in the following amendment of the 
Senate to the 6ih section of the bill: 

“ Provided, That if at any time during the existence of this 
act there shall he an imposttion of duties on imports inconsis- 
tent with the provisions of the act of March 2, 1833, entitled 
“An act to modify the act of I4th July, 1832, and all other acts 
imposing duties on imports,’ and beyond the rate of duty fixed 
by that act, to wit, 20 per centum on the value of such imports, 
orany of them, thenthe distribution provided in this act ehall 
be suspended, and shall so continne until this cause ofits suspen- 
sion shal] be removed; and. when removed, ifnot prevented by 
other provisions of this act, such provision shal! be resumed.” 

Mr. STANLY called for the previous question on that mo- 
tion. 

Mr. WARRE XN moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired of the Speaker what would be the 
effect of the motion to lay on the table? Would 1t take the bill 
with it? 

The SPEAKER gaid no. If the motion prevailed, it would 
only lay on the table the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. WARREN, at the request, he said, of gentlemen about 
him, withdrew the motion to lay onthe table. ° : 

And the question recuriing on the demand for the previous 
question, there wasa second. eye. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina inquired of the 
Speaker if it was now in order to move to lay the bill on the 
table? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. CAMPBELL appealed from decision. : 

Mr WISE suggested to Mr. Campest that the point had al- 
ready been decided. 

Mr. CAMPBELL withdrew his appeal. 

And the main question was then oidered to betaken. 

Mr. HARRIS asked the yeas and nays on the main question, 
(being on the motion to reconsider,) which were ordered: and, 
being taken. resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atherton, Baker, Banks, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Hindaeye, Bowne, Boyd, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. 
Browa, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, William ©. Buter, 
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Patrick C. Caldwell, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cran- 
ston, © Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John B, 
Da n, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Jahn Edwards. John 
C, Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G, Fioyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Gerry, Gordon, Gustine, Mabersham, Harris, Wil- 
liam 8, Hastings, John Hastings, Haya, Holmes, Hopkina, 
Houck, Ifouston, Hubard, logersoll, Jack, James, Cave John- 
son, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Litefield, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Juhn Thompson Mason, Mathews, Miller, Newhard, 
Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Reynolds, Khett, 
Riggs, aes Ranford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweocy, Tillinghast, Turney, Underwood, 
Van Buren, Ward, Watiersen, Westbrook, Winthrop, Wise, 
and Weod—91., 

NAYS-—-Messrs. Allen, L. W. Andrews, 8 J) Andrewa, 
Arnold, Arrington, Ayecrigg, Babcock, Rurnard, Birton, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Brongsor, Milton Brown, Wm. Butler, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, W. B. Campbell, T. J. Campteli, 
Caruthers, Chit.enden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clark, 
Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, G. Davis, William C. Dawson, 
Deberry, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, AL. Foster, Gan 
ble, Gates, Gentry, Gogein, P. G. Goode, Graham, Green, 
Greig, Hat, Halsted, Howard, Hunt, Isaac D. Jonea, Johu 
P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Lewis, Linn, T. FP. Mars- 
hall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, 
Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Rayner, Rencher, Ride 
way, Russell, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Stade, Smith, 
Sunly, Stokely, Stratton,A, H. Tl. Stuart, Joba ‘T. Sivan, 
Summers, Taliaferro, Jono B. Thompson, Richard W. Thomp 
son, Toland, Tomlinson, Teumbull, Wailace, Warren, Wash. 
ington, ED. White, J. L. White, Thomas W. Williame, 
Lewis Williams, ©. H. Williams, Yorke, Avgust: s Youngs, 
and John Young— 100. 

So the vote on the amendmentof the Senate was not recon- 
sidered. 

The bill was then ordered to be returned to the Senate, 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS, 

Mr. ATHERTON moved a suspension of the rule to enable 
him to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ef 
the United States of Americain Congress assembied, Vhat 
the two Houses of Congress will adjourn and close the present 
session on Monday, the 6th day of September, Lo41. 

On the motion to suspend the rule, Mr. A. asked the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered; and being taken, were-—yeas 97, 
nays 98 

0 the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. WISE, from the Commitiee on Naval Affairs, reported 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy furnish this House 
at the next session of Congress with a list of the names of al} 
officers of the navy, from Lieutenants to Captains inclusive, 
who have been on shore for the term of five years, fot ten years, 
and fora period longer than ten years, without going to sea, et 
without applyiog for orders; with a statement of the causes, if 
any, which prevented their going to sea; and with & statement 
of the services rendered by each of such officers respectively, 
and the yearly pay and emolumentsof each. 

FORTIFICATION BILL, 

The House took up the bill “making appropriations fer 
various fortifications, for ordnance, and for preventing and 
suppressing Indian hostilities,’ which had been retarted from 
the Senate witha message informing this House that the Be- 
nate had concurred in three ofthe amendments of this House 
to the amendments ofthe Senate, but had insisted on the second 
and fourth, 

The first amendment insisted on by the Senate wos “for sur- 
veys in reference to the military delence of the frontier, inland 
and Atlantic, $30,000. é é 

After some explanations between Mr. FILLMORE and Mr. 
PICKENS— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House recede from its disa- 
greement to this amendment of the Senate, and moved the pre- 
vious question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. PICKENS asked the yeas and nays on the main quer- 
tion, which were ordered; and being taken, were: Yeua 68, 
nays 4. 

»the House refused to recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate. ; 

And the SPEAKER decided thai this vote was equivalent to 
a vote to insist, but nota voreto adhere. 

Mr. P. G. GOOVE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bille, 
reported that the commi tee had examined the following bille 
and had found them to be correct, (whereupon they received 
the signature of the Speaker:) fe 

The joint resolution providing for the distribution of 700 co- 
pies of the Digest of Patents. : 

Th: joint resolution providing for the distribution of the 
pelea volumes of the Sixth Census. ; 

The act to amend an act providing for the taking of the Sixth 
Census or enumetation of the inhabitants of the United States. 

The act in addition to an act entitled “An act to carry into 
effecta Convention between the United States aud the Mexican 
Republic.” . 

The second amendment insisted on by the Senate, appropri- 
ating $75,000 togefray the expenses of selecting and purchas- 
ing a site for a Western Armory, being belore the House— 

r. FLLLMORE (with a view to offer an amendment to the 
amend rent of the Senate) — pe eer recede from: 
its disagreementto the amendment of t nate, : 

Some remarks were made by Messrs. W. W. IRWIN and 
THOMPSON of Indiana. , 

Pending this question, the House adjourned. 


“ 

In the report of (he proceedings of the House, in reference te 
the Western armory, contained in the Globe of yesterday, Mr. 
Inw1n is made to say that “there were nine cases in which the 
town of Pittsburg might be rejected asa site, and one case in 
which it might be eelected.”’ 

This is an error. What Mr. Inwin did say was this: He ar- 
gued that this was-not merely a Pittsburg case, but one in 
whieh the whole West was interested; that the amendment of 
the Senate left the whole field open; that he hal not a doubt of 
the superiority of Pittsburg as the jucation for the site, on ac- 
count of economy in the price of fuel, a moe, and la- 
bor, and on account of her superior facilities of water commes- 
nication with all parts of the great West, and of the lakes, and 
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t hat this site was especially recommended Le Colonel McRee 
and the other commissioners under the act of 1823, as being in 
all ts eligible, inasmuch as steam pee could be very 
properly employed in the armory; that the commissioners also 
mentioned nine other sitesin their report where water power 
could be employed, viz: in Western a Ohio, Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, &c. and this left the whole question open to 
the discretio:: of the Executive in making his selection. Every 
member from the Western, Northwestern, and Southwestern 
States, was thus interested in the success of the amendment 
proposed by the Senate. He trusted, therefore, that no mo- 
tives of jealousy, or pique, or hostility to Pittsburg, would influ- 
ence any Western member to vote against the amendment of 
the Senate, for, in so doing, he would close the door to the hope 
of getting a national armory locatedany where in the West. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, August 31, 1841. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee fer the 
District of Columbia, io whem was referred the bill 
from the House making appr priation for defraying 
the expenses of the funeral of the late President 
of the United States, reported the same without 
amendment. 

The bill was then considered, and read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported the bill 
from the House making appropriations for the use 
of the Post Office Department with an amend- 
ment, 

Mr. H. hoped the bill would be now considered, 
and the amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN would rather the Senator would 
let it lie over; it was an important bill, and required 
to be looked into. 

Mr. HENDERSON explained the amendment. 
It was simply that $15,000 of the money should be 
appropriated to enable the Auditor to purchase 
books, and bring up the business which is in arrear- 
age, by the employment of additional clerks. 

Mr. WOODBURY desired that it might lie over. 
It was the first time in halfa century that half a mil- 
lion had been asked from the Treasury to make up a 
deficiency. He thought it better that the bill should 
lie over. 

Mr. HENDERSON would not consent. He 
asked that the amendment, at least, should be en- 





grossed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that the amount 
due to contractors was but little over $300,000, as 
demonstrated by the report of the Chief C.erk of 
the Post Office Department, now on their desks: 
the remainder, amounting to $150,000, was to be 
a contingent fard to be placed at the disposal of 
the Postmaster General, whom he could not be 
willing t. trust with one-tenth or one-hundredth 
pait of thai sum. 

Nr. CALHOUN hoped the orders of the day 
wovld not be passed over. This bill involved con- 
siderations of the highest importance, and woriby 
ihe most attentive consideration of the Senate. 
The delay asked for was not unreasonable, and 
he hoped that it might be permitied to lay over 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKER hoped the bi!l. weuld be taken 
up. Some of his constituents had money due for 
some time, which ought to be paid. There was 
some danger, if the bill was not acted on at once, 
that it would not be acted on all during the present 
session. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was in favor of taking up 
the bill, but was utterly opposed to the appropia- 
tion for a ‘contingent fund. 

Mr. KING said the principal objection to taking 
up the bill at present was, that it would interfere 
with the business already before the Senate. He 
cousidered the case of the contractors to whom 
the @vvernment owed this money, and who were 
suffering “rom the want of it,a very hard one, and 
that justice required] the passage of the bill as 
promptly as possible. As to the providing a con- 
tingent fund for the useof the Department, he 
was utterly opposed to it, and protested solemnly 
against ail such legislation. He was willing to 
pay the just debts of the Government, but nothing 
mote. 


The question was then taken on postponing the 
orders for the purpose of taking up the bill, and it 
was carried, 

The bill was then taken up, and Mr. Henper- 
sow explained at some length the reasons for the 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


amendment appropria'ing $13,000 of the money as 
hire for thirteen addi'ional clerks. 

Mr. SEVIER asked how many clerks were at 
present employed. : 

Mr. HENDERSON could not inform the Se- 
nator. 

Mr. SEVIER said he would rather vote for a 
diminution than an increase of clerks; but if they 
could not be reduced, he hoped they would at 
least remain stationary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN opposed the amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN said as this bill was forced on 
them without giving time for any examination, he 
would vote against the amendment and also 
against the bill. 

Mr. BENTON said the rule of the Senator 
from South Carolina was the rale on which he 
acted. The course heretofore had always been to 
give time for the examination of important mea- 
sures, but at the present session the most important 
measures are rushed through on the plea that 
there is no time to consider them. He went 
against every thing that was attempted to be rushed 
through in this manner. 

Mr. SEVIER quoted the Blue Bock, and showed 
that there were fifty-three clerks already attached 
to the bureau where they proposed giving these 
thirteen additional clerks. He hoped that a limi- 
tation of their services to one year would at least 
be consented to. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky concurred in this sug- 
gestion, and the amendment was so modified that 
nothing therein contained should be so construed 
that the clerks were to be continued beyond one 
year, 

Mr. HENDERSON mace some farther remarks 
in favor of the amendment. 

Mr. BENTON gave as the reason for this call 
for additional clerks, that the Postmaster General 
was employed all his time in removing officers of 
one set of political opinions, and substituting others 
of different sentiments in their places; in putting 
out the old clerks, who were faithful ard efficient, 
and putting in their places those who were igno- 
rantand incompetent. He inferred that it would 
take a longtime to bring up arrearages with such 
means, and that there would be probably a call for 
a much larger number of clerks to bring up ar- 
rearages at the next session. The Postmaster 
General was making removals at the rate of one 
hundred and thirty a week, and putting one hun- 
dred and thirty in their places. It was not diffi- 
cult to make the removals, but it was rather hard 
to make the selection among the applicants for 
their places, involving, as it did, the conflicting 
claims of somany who were clamoring for reward 
for the dirty work performed during the recent 
Presidential canvass. 

Mr. EVANS said the new clerks were not want- 
ed in the Post Office Department, but in ‘he Audi- 
tor’. office, which was a branch of the Treasury 
Department. 

Mr. BENTON was awere of that, and he was 
aware that the ameunt of their labor depeided 
vpon the Post Office Depar'ment. There had been 
upwards of sixteen hundred Postmasters dismissed 
during the past three months, and sixteen hundred 
others in their places. “ere isa job of work to 
begin with: the settling up of the accounts of those 
removed, and the opening of new accounts with 
those apo iinted. The policy of this Government 
had heretofore been to make the Post Office De- 
partment pay its own way. It was establish- 
ed for the convenience of the people in transmii- 
ting their intelligence, and to the extent that they 
were willing to support it, they should have it; 
buat it was not to be quartered on the Treasury. 
This is the first attempt of that kind, and asks for 
half a million from the Treasury as a 
commencement. This is, in fact, so much of a 
tax thrown on the exportable productions of the 
country. The produc's of the public lands are to 
be squandered, and the whole burden of support- 
ing the Government is to be thrown on the cotton, 
the tobacco, the flour, and the pork of the South 
and West. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. EVANS 
and HUNTINGTON in favor of the amendment, 
and Mr. YOUNG in opposition to it, the question 








was taken on the amendment, and it was carried— 
ayes 89, noes 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Grabam, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Stu:geon, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridze, and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 


Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 


bury, and Wright—18. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to amend the 
bill by striking out $497,657—tbhe amount pro- 
poscd to be appropriated—and inserting in place 
thereof $347,657 25—!he amount which the 
Department really stood indebted to contractors 
and others. 

Mr. C. said he was as ready as any other Sena- 
tor to do justice to the contractors for the transpor- 
tation of the mails. He was ready to pay them, 
and, indeed, all other fair and honest creditors of 
the Government, every cent we might owe them. 
Let not gentlemen think or say to the contrary on 
account of the motion he had submitted. Mr. C. 
said his amendment was predicated on the official 
evidence furnished by the Department itself, in a 
report made from it about a fortnight ago, and now 
on the desks of Senators. The part of the report 
to which Mr. C. referrred, was a statement of sums 
due by contract, and unpaid to creditors of the 
Post Office Department, in the several States and 
Territories, on the 30 h June last, which statement 
was made and signed by the chief clerk of the 
Department. What did that statement show? 
Why that the aggregate of balances against the 
Department, in all the States and Territories, six- 
ty days ago, amounted to but $287,657 25—as far 
as then eccurately ascertained. The clerk, how- 
ever, adds what he calls ‘the undisputed claims 
outstanding and in process of settlement for 
services rendered prior to the Ist of April, 
1841, and estimated to amount to not less 
than 80,000 dollars.” Now, this conjectural 
amount added 'o the ascertained sum before stated, 
makes $367,657 25, from which “educt the availa- 
ble funds in hand 30:h June, 1841, estimated at 
$20,000, and it reduces the amount of the indet- 
edness of the Department to $347,657 25, the sum 
which he proposed to substitute for that now in the 
bill. This is the “deficit,” as stated by the chief 
clerk of the Department himse}f. And Mr. C. 
asked if that was not sufficient? The appropria- 
non of money from the Treasury to pay the debs 
of the Post Office Department was wihout prece- 
dent—yet he admitted that the honor and good faith 
of the Government demanded the appropriation, 
when that Department was conlessedly unable to 
pay its debts; but why go beyond the amount it 
owes? Why appropriate so large a sum above 
the aggregate of its debts—even including the con- 
jectural sum of $80 000 before mentioned? 

Mr. C. said, as the bill stood, it proposed to ap- 
propriate no less than $150,000 above the amount 
of the Department’s debt, which seemed to bea 
sort of contingent fund, for the discretionary use of 
its chief. Now, Mr. C, said, he was not disposed 
to grant a contingent fund of this amount, t6 be 
used in the discretion of any head of Department— 
much less was he disposed to place so large a sum 
at the discreticnary disposal of Frank Granger, the 
present Postmaster General. How, and for what 
purposes, might not this sum te used? It was an 
indisputable tact that Mr. Granger was an Aboli- 
tionist, placed at the head of the Department, 
through whrch the diabolical principles of that 
gang of fenatics might be brought into most dan- 
gerous conflict with the safety of the South, and 
even the existence of the Unicn itself. What 
assurance was there that this contingent fund, ap- 
propriated witheut any defived or specific object, 
might not be used in aid of the Abolition cause? 
Mr. C. said, judging from newpaper intelligence, 
Abolition postmasters had been appointed and 
substituted for honest men who were opposed to 
such principles; and, no doubt, such appointments 
were still being made, and, through their agency, 
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incendiary tracts and other publications were sent 
throughout the country, abounding in all the 
falsehoods that could be invented by bigotry and 
malice combined, rendering insecure the homes 
and the firesides of the inhabitants ct the South. 
Were genilemen prepared to commit to the disere- 
tion of such an officer this large contingent appro- 
riation? 

Mr. C. said his friend, the Senator from Mis- 
scuri, (Mr. Benron,] had, in his opinion, divined 
the true cause of the application which bad been 
made for thirteen additional clerks in a single bu- 
seau of this Department. It was, no doubt, be- 
cause old, experienced and efficient clerks had 
been turned out, and new and incompetent ones 
had been appointed in their stead. He would ven- 
ture to say there never was, in any Depariment, a 
more able or faithful set of clerks than those of the 
General Post Offize. Io his intercourse with them, 
he bad never bad cause toc< mplain of the prompti- 
tude or fidelity with which they performed their 
duties. Hesaidthisas a mere act of justice to 
the old clerks indiscriminately, whether they were 
Whigs or Democrats, for he had never thought 
proper to inquire what were the political opinions 
of any of them, nor did he think it a matter of 
muck consequence. Bat, he said, a very different 
opinion seemed to be entertained by the present 
head of the Department; with him, the question 
whether the incumbent was Whig or Democrat 
was the first and most important inquiry. 

In regard to removals of deputy postmasters, 
Mr. C. said, it was represented, and, so far as he 
knew, truly, that they amounted to about one hun- 
dred and thirty per week, under the benign admi- 
nistration of the present Postmaster General. This, 
Mr.C. theught, would alone be sufficientemployment 
fur one man, if he bestewed any attention on the 
relative characters and qualifications of those re- 
moved and those appointed. But, from the reck 
less haste with which this branch of power was ex- 
ercised, it was probable he seldom went farther 


than to ascertain that the incumbent proposed to be | 


removed was a Democrat. Mr. C. said he had 
just had placed in his hands, by an honorable 
colleague of the other House, the evidence of a 
most flagrant and disgraceful outrage of this cha- 
racier, perpetrated by the Postmaster General in 
Alabama. It was the removal of Col. John D. 
H_ke, the postmaster at Jacksonville, in the coun- 
ty of Benton, in that State. Col. Hoke was for- 
merly of North Carolina, and might be known to 
some of the members from that State. If so, they 
would no doubt agree with him in saying that Col. 
Hoke was a gentleman of integrity and c pacity. 
He was a high minded honcrable man, to whom 
bo objection could be sus'ained, except that he 
was, and always had been, 2 Democratic Republi- 
can. Taat, however, is crime enough, in these 
cays of reform, to mark a man for proscription 
and sacrifice. 

And how, sir, said Mr. ©. was this removal ac- 
counted for and justified? Why, on a pretended 
petition with forged signatures. He now heli in 
his hand a paper signed by no less than forty-three 
respectable citiz-ns of the place, in which the post 
office was situated, and its vicinity. Some of 
them Mr. C. knew, personally, to be amongst the 
most respectable cilizens of the State, and knew 
their hand writings to be genuine; and these citi- 
zens having anderstood their names were to the 
petition forthe removal of Colonel Hoke, deny 
that they ever sigaed sucha document, or autho- 
rized any oneto doso forthem. Mr. C. read this 
divelaimer, and evidence of base forgery, with the 
certificate of the clerk, under his official seal, in 
the following words: 

“JacKksONVILLE, ALABaMa, 
August 17, 1841. 

The undersigned having understood that their 
names are appended toa petition from this p'ace, 
to the Post Office Department, asking the removal 
of John D. Hoke from the office of Deputy Post- 
master at Jacksonville, Alabama, take this public 
method of denying that we ever signed such a do- 
cument or authorized any one to do so for us, and 
leave a candid community to decide upon the con- 
duct of those who have thus made an unwarranted 
use of their names: 


J. Cochran Geo. R. Grant 

J. A. Francis Who. B. Martin 
Jno. Foster J E Poits 

A. T. Land G. Fiemming 

L. N. Arnold E. L. Woodward 
E. T. Smith Wm. Orear 
Abraham Cox Hiram Little 

L. Brock his 

S. H. Copelanil Jesse X Harris 
A. Roott mark 

Jas. Crow (Test: Jas. Crow) 


Wa. Dothard 
James F. Grant 
Peier Lenehan 
Bartholomew Kerms 
Daniel Sayre 
George Stipes 


C. J. Clark 
C. Sublette 
Geo. Morgan 
T. H. Lester 
W. H. Estell 
FE. A. Hooper 


G. H. Stener Charles Lewis 

E. Herndon Thos. A. Walker 
W.C Kelly W. W. Waller 
J D. Porter M. M. Houston 
Wm. C. Price G. W. Matthews 
John Nisbet 


Tue State or ALaBaMa, 
Benton County. 

I, Mathew M. Houstcn, Clerk of the County 
Court of Benton County, do hereby certify that I 
am acquainted with the persons whose names ap- 
pear to the foregoing statemen’, and that their sig- 
natures are genuine. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand affixed my seal of office, this seventeenth 
{u.s.] day of August, A, D. one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-one. 
M. M. HOUSTON, Cierk.” 

Now, sir, said Mr. C. th:re can be no doub; 
about the genuineness of this paper; the clerk cer- 
lifies that he is acquainted with the persons whose 
names appear to the statement, and also that their 
signatures are genuine. 

And what apology has the Postmaster General 
for this outrage, rot only upon Col. Hoke, tut up- 
on the community in which he lives?’ Did he take 
the ordinary means of ascertaining, either the 
genuineness of the paper, or the truth of the facts 
it contained? Dd he cal! on the delegation frum 
the State, or any one of them, to know the one or 
the other? No, sir. I know he did not cal! on me, 
nor did he call on any one of my colleagues, as | 
am informed. He took none of the ord:nary 
means to satisfy himself whether “the removal 
would be right or wrong; but, availing himself of 
the colorable apology furnished by this forzed pa- 
per, he has removed from office a man of unques- 
tionable capacity and unimpeachzb’e charac'er. 
Such a man as the Postmaster Gereral has thus 
shown himself to be, is not the officer to whom a 
larger discreicn sheu'd be confided; he has too 
much power alread;; and it would be wrong to 
increase it. Mr. C. therefore hoped his amend. 
ment would be adopted. 

Tne debate was further continued by Messrs. 
HENDERSON, BUCHANAN, BENTON, 
EVANS, and WALKER, and the question be- 
ing taken on the amendment, it way disagreed to— 
ayes 17, noes 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Falion, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Moutor, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith of 
Connecticut, Tappan, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderion, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Walker, White, and Woodbridge— 


Mr. CALHOUN then moved an amendment, 
providing that the sum appropriated by this bill 
should be refunded to the Treasury from the fu- 
ture earning of the Post Office Department in three 
annual instalments, beginning with the Ist of Jane 
1842. He supposed it was generally admit. 
ted that this money was to be refuaded, and the 
effect of his amendment was to designate specifi- 
cally-the time when these payments shall com- 
mence. Every dollar taken out of the pockets of the 
planter by taxation, isa dollar abstracted from the 


source which encourages the products of the valley 
of the Mississippi, consumed by the planter. He, 
(Mr. Catnous,) had looked into the whole subject. 
He could not belp seeing the catastrophe almost 
at hand. Every thing introduced by the party in 
power, ro matter how or upen what measure in- 
troduced, is carefully calcuicted to carry out the 
grand scheme of rendering it indispensable to re- 
sort to enormous taration. Nothing is thought of 
but increased expenditure, appropriations in ad. 
vance, to encourage future expeoditure, and the 
consequent recourse to the custom house to keep 
up the Treasury. The refusal to give fall and sa- 
tisfactory information on all subjects of appropria- 
lion, is quite consistent with this course. If it 
was rot part of the system, why should not time 
be given for information on the subject new 

















































brought forward? Ought not the Serate to 
be told what is the current expense of 
the Department, what are i's resources, 


and what may be calculated upon for meeting its 
engagements? Has it been shown that no re- 
treachments can be made? Has it been shown 
that this demand cannot be posiponed till the De- 
partment itself is able to meet i? Not one of 
these things hay been shown. We have, however, 
enough beiore us, to know that from the increased 
activty of ecommerce, there will be an increase of 
postage and increased means; but without waiting 
for this, we are now called upon, not only to ad- 
vance a sum now wanted, but to provice for what 
may be wanted. He should demand the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. HENDERSON would say bot litle on this 
amendment. It propores that the Post Office De- 
partment shall refund the amount to the Treasury 
in three annual instalments. The Post Office De- 
partment, some years >go, paid into the ‘Jreasury 
a surplus of upwards of a million of do'lars. This 
bill only grants a return of partof that surplus, 

Mr. CALHOUN. Very we!l; what obj-ction 
can there be to the amendment requiring the Depart. 
ment within three years to reinsiate the sum in the 
Treasury. If this is not made a condition of the 
grant, there will be no curb on the expenditures of 
the Department. Do we not all know how dif- 
ficult it isto make the Departovent keep down its 
expenditures; and wi!l not the difficulty be increased 
by this bill in its present form? The pradence 
and propriety of the amendment must be so ob- 
vious that he (Mr. C.) should say no more on the 
subject. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that he would siate 
a circumstance, for the purpose of prev -niing any 
gen leman voting against the amendment under a 
misappreh‘nsion that the Treasury was indeb ed 
a million of do!lars to the Post Office Depar nrent. 
The Treasury did not owe one dollar to the Post 
Office Department. The Treasury had, for forty 
years, pail all the expenses of the Post Office; ths 
balance was therefore in favor of the Treasury. 

The question was then taken on the amend nent, 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Cathoun, Ciay of Alabama, Cuthher', Fulton, 
King, Linn, MeRober's, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith 
of Connec icut, Sturgeov, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bury, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bate, Beriien, 
Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixen, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miler, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadze, White, and Wood»ridge—2Q6. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to amend the bill so that 
the money advanced should not be assumed to be 
deducted from any sums which the Post Offize had 
heretofore advanced to the Treasury. 

The object of the amendment was to prevent a 
misstatement; that the Trea:ury was indebted to 
the Post Office Department. The remarks of the 
Senatur from New Hampshire, [Mr. Woopn- 
BuryY,} showed bow unfounded was that as- 
sumpuon. But independent of the length of 
time which the Treasury had to sustain 
the Post Office years ago, has not Congress 
of late years been called on year after year to make 
appropriations to relieve the Departmeni? The 
idea is absurd, that because, on one occasion, the 
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Post Otfice Department had repaid into the Trea- 
sary a million of dollars, before advanced to it, this 
grant must be assumed to be a repayment of a 
Post Office su: plus, lodged in the Treasury. 

Mr. Waicur read documeatary evidence in sup- 
port of his view of the subj-c', and calied for the 
yeas and nays on his amendment. 

Mr. HENDERSON 4d:- uo! consider it of much 
consequence whether the motion prevailed o7 not. 
He thought, however, it was betier to let the bill 
stand as it was. He conceived there was just as 
much right to assume that there was asurp)us from 
the Pust Office to draw upon, as if an account had 
been opened in the Treasury for that Department, 
charging it with all advances, and giving it eredit, 
not alone for the surplus paid in, but for ail the 
services performed for the Goverament. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and decided in the negative, ax follows: 

YHAS— Viessrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
hoan, Clay of Alabama, King, Mouton, Jichol- 
son, Phelps. Pierce, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright and Young 
—17 

NAYS—M ssrs.:Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Hencerson, Hunting on, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of ladiana, Tallmadge, White 
and Woodbridge—25, 

The bill was then reported from the commitiee 
of the whole, and the quesiion coming up on the 
engrossment for the third reading — 

Mr. WOODBURY said thata single fact was 
important to be nosend belore this question was 
put. We propo.ed by this bill to throw near half 
a million of post office expenses on the general 
Treasury; ‘his, oo for the first time daring near 
halfa century. But were gentlemea aware of the 
fact, that by so doing we made the middling and 
poorer ¢ a-ses of ibis country pay for the matl fa- 
cilities aud post cflice advantages of the more 
wealihy? Yes, sir, those who use the mail most, 
do not pay enough to nice! iis expense, and we are 
now to Meet ihe deficiency, or the balanee, incur- 
red on their accoun!, by increased tariff burdens 
on the necessar.es of litle. We impose, therefore, 
nearly a per capita or poll tax—most partial and 
oppressive to nombers. We doit by an increased 
tariff to defray expenses which the mercantile inte- 
rest, the banking interest, and p:ofessional men, 
who use the mail most, and benefit by it most, 
should themselves defray. This is unjust. 

Messrs BATE?, EVANS, and HUNTING- 
TON madea few remarks, severally, in reply to 
Mr. Woopsu«y. 

Mr. WOODBURY regretted Urat his allusion to 


- an important fact should have excited ny warmth 


of feeling or of deSat:. Ele did not prefer, as the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Huntinaror] 
seemed to suppose, that th= debis of the Govern- 
ment shou'd reman unpaid rather than increase 
the dutics. Far trom it, sir, This Government, 
as a Government, does nol owe for these expenses. 
These liabilities were vot those chargeable by any 
existing laws, on he genera! ‘Treasury or on due 
ties, else th:y would have been paid without the 
passage of this bill. They are expenses which 
the Department knew, the contreciors knew, and 
the pub ic knew, were to be paid only out of the 
receipts from pos'age, and if those failed, that the 
claim must be delayed. It was hike the ease of 
the navy pensions, before agitaed at this session. 
Both wee chirges on specified separa’e fond, and 
not on the Treasury at large; and when those 
funds became exhausied, the mere tigh'’s of the 
partics could extend to nothing more. We were 
not liab.c in law or justice to pay such claims out 
of the general Treasury; but we might do both, 
to prevent suffering and disappeintment. Espe 
cially might we heie, in a spirit of liberality, as 
benefits had been derived from the services to the 
public. 

In doing it, however, we ought, in making a loan 
to the Department, which was the character of 
this proposed advance, to furnish means or some 
probable resource for repaying the loan; or as 
the Senator on my right [Mr. Simmons] said on 
another occasion, it will not be repaid will the 


day after never. If there cannet be reform and 
retrenchment in the administration of the Post 
Office Departmen'!, so as soon to enable it to dis- 
charge these claims, why not give it temporarily, 
aid tonal m*ans through inereased postage? Then, 
those means won'd nay for th'se expenses, and 
those persons in society would chiefly pay them, 
on whose account they were incurred, and notthe 
farmers and mechanics, who used the mail 
but little in comparison. 

Next, one word in reply to tne Sena’or from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] as to free letters 

Why, sir, who receives the benefit of those let- 
ters? Are nota large portien of them directed to 
the mercantile and more wealthy c'asse:? andl is 
not their being free, more beneficial to them thaa 
io others, ins'ead of being, as is suggested, more 
injurious to them? 

So in respect to the public correspondence of 
public officers on official topies. 

Who benefits by this more than the commercial 
cla ses? 

Was not the Government, and its foreign as 
well as domestic expenses, more for commerce and 
commercial maiters, than for any others? 

H+ nee, sir, even that portion of the franking 
privileve redeunds more to their ultimate benefit; 
while the passage of this bill will oppress 
most partiaily those portions of the community 
who use the mail least, and who at the same time 
pay most under the increased tariff, which will 
become necessary 'o mect this and other extraordi- 
nary charges and extraordinary measures of this 
most extraordinary session. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that as he understood 
the argument of the Senators, [Messrs. Bates, 
Evans, and Huntineron,] they amounted to this: 
that ail the advanves made by the Treasury to the 
Post O.lice were in payment of services for the Go- 
vernm: nt, or in lieu cf postage on documents trans- 
mitted throngh the D-partment t» and from the 
heads of oher Dopartaents. This was dangerous 
ground to base this bill apon. D.d not the gentle- 
man know that this transmission of dccumeants free 

posiage was one of the greatest abwses of onr 
Government? And what say the gentlemen? Why, 
they say the effects of this abuse’ must be saddied 
on the Treasury, which is the same thing assaying 
that no matter what the abuse may be, the people 
have topay all. It is not those who benefit by the 
abuse must pay, bu’ the people who are injared by 
it. It did seem to him, [Mcr. Wricar,] that it 
would be vauch beter if the gentleman proposed 
to increase the re ources of the Post Office De- 
pariment, by restricting the frankirg  privi- 
I-ges, not only of the Departments, but of the 
m mbers of Congress. This was nota new idea 
with him, (Mr. Wriant;) he bad long since, in his 
place on this floor, expressed his opinion on the 
subject. The franking privilege was to bim a grea’ 
nuisance, and he believed it was the same to many 
members of Congress. The abuses of this privi- 
lege during the canvass for the late Presidential 
e'ection—without fixing that abuse on one party 
more than ano'her— was, 'o say the least of it, such 
as mu:t satis'y every honest man that there isa 
vecessity for abatement. Bat to revert to the grant 
asked for the Post Office Department, he would 
ask, was this the first time that its embarrassments 
had been forcel upon Congress? Here Mr. 
Wrarionr detailed the numerous instances in which 
advances from the Treasury had been called for. 

Mr. HENDERSON observed that he and his 
friends had an uagracio%s task to perform in pro 
viding for the d+bts incurred by the lae Admi- 
nistration. If thrsisa debt due to the Post Office 
by the United States, it was the genileman’s own 
act. It was they that passed the act of 1816, which 
made debtors to the Post Office Department debiors 
to the United Siates, and thus uni'ed and iden- 
tified the Department with the public Treasu- 
ry. Asto the suggestion that the rate of postage 
ough! to be increased sufficient to enable the De- 
partment to meet its engazements, all he should 
say was, that there was hardly a day that remon- 
stranees were not received, particalarly from the 
New England States, against the present high rates 
of postage, and praying for a redaction. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked, that although the 


bill was now brought to its passage, no case had 
been made out to show that it ought to pass. Sure. 


ly the Senate was entitled to far more information 
than had been given before it onght to be called 
upon to sanction this appropriation, He was not 
a‘ all surprised at the readiness of the geatleman 
on the otherside to vote fot any appropriation as\ed 
for without any reasons whatever being furnished, 
The one object of all such appropriations, was 
enough for them, that of increasing the burdens of 
the Treasury with a view of creatipz a nece:sity 
for high duties. He did not blame them, with their 
views; they we e quite consisteat. Tary, no douly, 
believed that the more they pat upon the Treasury 
the better. This was the foundation of all their 
measures, and that upon which they grounded their 
hopes of being able to wield a machine for keeping 
tiemin power. They have the largest interest in 
the country in the franking privilege, and in 
the exemption of the heads of Departments 
from postage. [tisa branch of the machinery by 
which they mean to operate. Their coustituents, 
the bankers and their dependants, have the same 
inerest in the continuance of their privileges. 
The gentlemen are quite consistent to themselves 
and their corstituents in throwing the burden of 
their correspondence upon the public Treasury. 
They are pursuing the proper line of duty for 
their consiitueacy, while, at the same time, they 
are carrying out their own grand design of burdeu- 
ing the revenue cf the country so as to render its 
increase, by augmentation of duties, inevitable. 
Bui he trusted there were some gentlemen among 
them notso deeply pledged to that policy as to vote 
for this bill. 

Mr. BENTON moved an amendment to restrict 
the franking privilege to members of Congress to 
thirty days alter the adjourament of each ses:ion, 
and wiih regard to members goiag out of Con- 
gress, to thirty days after they cease being mem- 
bers. Mr. Benton went at great length into 

ic «subject, and showed that under the 
present arrangement the fraaking privilege 
during «a h long iecess opera’es so as to give 
memb-rs reuriog, the same rightfor nine months 
aller the expirat.on of their term, while, at the 
same time, their successors enjoy the same privi- 
lege nine months in advance of their first session 
of service; thus creating a double privilege,and ope- 
rating unequally. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed thathe would vote for 
the amendment with great pleasure. He would 
not now propose to amend it, though, in his mind, 
itdid not go far enough. ‘To satisfy him fully, it 
should go to anentire abrogation of the frankiug 
privilege. The Senator from Kentucky, im the 
early part of ths ses-ion, had hiane.f made stroag 
allus‘ons to the abuses of expenditures cn siation- 
ery ant uuder the franking privilege, daring the 
recess of the last Congress; and the waste of wrap- 
ping paper, w:fers, sealing wax, &c. no doubi was 
enormous during that recess. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed that the Se- 
pa‘or from New York as uader some mistake as 
tu his remarks on the occa:ion alluded te. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained what he had sail in 
aliueion to the admission made et the beginning 
of the session by the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky sxid he now :ose mere- 
ly to express a most earnest desire that the busi- 
ness of the session would be allowed to proceed 
without uanecessary delay. Theother House bad 
so far takea the lead that it was now ready to ad- 
journ atany moment. Bat here was a bill of very 
little consequence compared with the great measures 
tobe disposed of, and it hal already cceupied 
the whole day. It onght tohave been disposed of 
in Jess than an hour; but now, at the end of a long 
discussion, when ali the committee amendments 
are disposed of, and the bill is ready to be engrossed, 
a Senator stands up, and offers such an amend- 
ment as opens up the whole field of discussion 
again, by one of the most fruitful themes of de- 
bate—the frankin. privilege. He [Mr. Cray] 
hoped there would be a great reform. of that 
privilege; and there was another thing he 
would take care shoud be  reformed— 
the mileage of members of Congress. That wai 
a Subject, he could assure the gentleman opposite, 
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shonld meet dae consideration at the regular ses- 
sion of Congress. All he should now say was, 
that neither that, nor the subject of the abuse of 
the franking privilege, had any business to be intro- 
daved for action in this session of .Congress. He 
wonld entreat the gentlemen to act up to their 
prefe:sions, which he had no doubt were perfectiy 
sincere When made, ‘and if they still con- 
tinve desirous of obtaining an adj urnment, 
io concur in the despatch of the rema‘ning business 
of the session. He (Mr. Crarv) had yesierday 
stated that there were but two bills to be dispo-ed 
of, the Revenue bill and the Bank bill. It was 
really to him a matier of very littl consequence 
how they were disposed of, although he confessed 
he had a wish upon that poin'; but if it wa; the 
pleasure of the Senate to pass these measures, or to 
reject them, let either be done at once, and he 
would then be ready to adjust with the gentlemen 
the question of adjournment, which he though! 
might be named for some day in the ensuing 
week. 

With regard to the immediate subject under ¢ -n- 
sideration, he was ready to admit that, as a gene- 
ral proposition, the Post Office Department ought 
not to be made a burden oa the Treatury. But 
here isa case of exception arising out of deb's ea- 
tailed upon the present Administration by the late 
Administration; and because the friends of the 
present Admmistration meaa to provide for the 
immediate payment of these debts, those who en- 
tailed them offer the most violent osposition. He 
hoped the gentlemen would cee their position and 
allow the regular buciness of the session to pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN commented at some length 
upon the remarks of the Sena‘or from Kentuciy. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky replied, and ce: mplain- 
ed of the frequent allusion on the other side to “vag 
laws.” He treated all that was sad on that sub- 
j-et with ridicule, and expressed his conviction ot 
the necessity of insuring to the majority in the Se- 
pate the same eontrol of the business which the 
majority in the other Hou-e had secured to itself, 

Mr. BUCHANAN animadverted oa the impro- 
priety of treating the rights of the minority with 
contempt, and refuted the argument brought for- 
ward by the Senator from Kentucky in support of 
his position, 

{ This portion of the debate will be given more at 
large in a day or two.] 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Falton, King, Lian, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Siargeon, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
berry, and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates. Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hantington, Ker, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter Prentiss, Pres 
ton, Summons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
inadge, White, and Woodbridge—25. 

The bill was thea ordered to be engrossed as 
amended; when, 

Mr. HENDERSON having asked for the ques- 
tion on the passage— 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

And the question was put oa the passage of the 
bill, and decided in the affirmative as foilows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Birrow, Bates, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentacky, Clayton, D:xon, 
Evans, Graham, Hondersoa, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miler, Morehead,Porter, P.en- 
tiss, Presion, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, South. 
ard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ailen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Linn, MeRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith of Connecticut, 
Tappan, Weodbury, Wright and Youog—15 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Commitice for the 
District of Columbia, reported the bill from ‘he 
Hou-e for thé repair of the Potomac bridge, with 
an amendment. 

After an ineffectaal attempt to adjourn, the 
Revenue bill was taken up. 





Mr. MANGUM moved to exempt tea and cof- 
fee from duty.. 

It was e@bjected, that the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mr. Woopavry] was entitled to that 
motion, having given notice of it several days be- 
fore. 

After some conversation, it was agrecd that Mr. 
Woopsury was entitled to prior.'y. 

After some remarks by Mr WOODBURY, 
which will be given to morrow, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tusspay, August 31, 1S41 

Mr BANKS asked leave of the House to present ithe pre- 
amble and resolutions adopted by a numerous and respectable 
portion of the people of the old and respectable county of 
Orange, in the State of Virginia, on subjects of great national 
importance, and hoped that he might be indulged in doing 
this act of justice to a portion of the peopte of hie State. 

Mr. BARNARD objected, and called the gentleman to 
order, 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by general con 
sent. 

Mr. BANKS asked leave to make a brief explanation 

Messrs. BARNARD and JOHN C. CLARK objected toany 
thing but a bare statementof the contents of the paper 

Mr. BANKS replied that that was all he wanted. This 
meeting, he said, assembled on the 23d instant at the Orange 
Hotel, and afier its object had been duly explained, unant- 
mously adopted the preamble and resolutions which he now 
begged leave to present to the House. The preamb'e was 
drawn in strong but most respectful language, and asserted in 
a bold and independent manner the principles advocated by the 
meeting in relation to the powers of the Federal Government, 
and the rights of the States as parties to the compact of Union, 
They complain thatthe present extra session of Congress was 
uawise, injudicious, and not demanded by the exigencies of the 
Government, and that its main object, as developed by the ac- 
tion of Congress, was to fasten upon the country a system of 
measures the most injurious and permane it in their character, 
before they could be arrested by an expression of the popular 
will, and a proper interposition of the powers of the people. 
They assert the great principle that constant Vigilance on the 
partof the people is the only sure guarantee to the protection 
of popular liberty; and they esteem it a duty of the peo 
ple who understand their rights, and would) maintain 
their freedom, to be vigilant in guarding those rights. ‘They di 
rectthe attention of their fellow-citizens to the prominent mea- 
sures which have engaged the deli serations of the present Con 
gresa. In their first resolution, they declare that the exigencis 
of the country are no! such, in the estimation of the meetin 
as to justify the creation of a National Debt. In their second 
resolution, they declare, in effect, that they view with alarm 
and distrust asy augmentation of the tariff, as an indication of 
extravagance on the part of the Government, and a disposition 
to fix upon the country a new tariff of protection. Thirdly, 
they declare that Congress possesses no rightful power to distri- 
bute among the States money arising from the sales of the pub- 
lic lands; and that such a measure would prove destructive to 
the best interests of the country, and fatal to the sovereignty of 
the States. In their fourth resolution, they declare that Con- 
greas, under the Constitution of the United States, has no right 
to incorporate a National Bank, and, under whatever name, or 
whatever manner, such a chatter may be granted, it can only 
be done by a violation of the compact entered into by the sove- 
reign States of this Union. In the las’ resolution, they ap- 
prove, in the highest terms, of the veto of President Tyler, 
and declare “that he has won for himself lasting honors, and 
well deserves the thanks ofthe whole American people. 

This preamble and resolutions were directed to the two Sena- 
tors and all the Representatives from Virginia on this floor, 
with a single request that they be laid before their respective 
Houses, 

Being the immediate Representative from that District, it 
would seem te be appropriate that he should be the organ of 
communicating their sentiments and wishes to the House; and 
he took pleasure in saying, that upon all the great questions to 
which they have called the public atteation, he ‘had voted 
in every instance in exact conformity with their views and 
wishes, and he had done it from a thorough conyiction that he 
represented the will of a majority of the people of the District. 
Whilst he suited this, he must be permitted to say that a ta- 
lented and highly respectable minority of that District, enter- 
tained different opinions and views upon some of these great 
questions. They well knew that he had been faithful in carrying 
into effect, so far as he could under existing circumstances, the 
will of the majority, and he had no doubt they would appreciate 
the motives by which he had been governed. He had regretted 
that from the peculiar position he occupied on this floor, 
he had not felt authorized to embark in any of the discussions 
which have taken place on those questions. His tithe—his 
right to his seat here was questioned, and from considerations 
of delicacy, his time and attention had been drawn to other 
matters. Having been thus restrained from trespassing on the 
time and attention of the House, he had endeavored so to ar- 
range his business, asto be in the House when a vote was 
taken on these measures, and record his vote according to what 
he believed to be the wish of a majority of the peovle of the 
Dis rict. 

Mr. B. then moved that the preamble and resolutions be laid 
on the table and printed. 
Mr. JOHN C. CLARK objected to the printing, and the re- 
solutions were laid on the tabie. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the War Department, in answer to a resolution of this House, 
calling for information in rela‘ion to the number of troops at 
Forts Gibson, Towson, Smith, and Wayne. 
Laid on the table, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, and ordered 
to be printed. . 
Mr. WOOD of New York desired to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. Fitumors) 
whether it was the intention of that committee at this session 
- report an appropriation for finishing the New York custom 
use? 


Mr. FILLMORE. Was the inquiry of the gentleman address- 


edto me? If it was, | cannot hear a word that is said, there is 
so much confusion in the Hall. 

Mr. WOOD. IL ask whether it is the intention of the Commit. 
tee of Ways and Means to report at thus session an appropria- 
tion for finishing the New York custom-house? 

Mr. FILLMORE, Lam very willing t respond to the inqui- 
ry, and I can do so ina moment. The committee have bad the 
subject under consideration, sud have declined acing upon it at 
this session 

Mr. SAMSON MASON gave notice that he would, on the 
first opportynity, ask the House to take up a resolution hereto 
fore offered by hunself, calling upen the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury for certain Information in relation to the public landa. 


THE CASE OF McLEOD. 


Oa motion of Mr. BARNARD, the Houve resumed the con-, 


sideration of the following resoluiion, heretoiore ottered by Mr, 
J.G. Fioyo, of New York: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request 
ed to inform this House, if no. incompatible with the public in 
terest, whether any officer of the army or the Attorney General 
of the United States has, since the 41h of March la t, been dire a 
ed to visit the State of New York for any purpose counected 
with the imprisonment er trial of Alexander McLeod; and, if 
so, to communicate to this House copies of the tnetructions to, 
and report of, such officer; and whether, by any Executive mea- 
sures or correspondence, the British Government has been 
given to understand that MeLeod will be released or surren- 
de red 

Mr. BARNARD (who was entitled to the floor) addressed the 
House dunog the houron the general merits of the Caroline 
affair, and the diplomatic correspondence and judicial proceed- 
ings in relation thereto 

Mr. EVERETT stated that he had prepared 


ij atatement in 
relation to this ca 


» which he was not willtog to eubmitte the 
hap-hazard of aspoech, but which he Waa in hopes he could 
getin, either in the shape of a report or an adverse report, Uf 
he could not doso, he intended to real it as 
day 

The morning hour having expived, Mi. FILLMORE called 
fur the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, by Assury Dick- 
INS, esq. Secretary, informing this Hou 

First, that the Senate bad passed the ball of 
Ing appropriations for the funeral expense 
Harrison, late President of the United Stat 

Also, that the Senate had receded from the second. third, and 
sixth amendmends, disagreed to by this House, to the bill en 
tiled “An act to appropriate the proceeds o/ the sales of the 
public landa, and to grant pre-emption riahts 

Mr. PROPFIET asked Mr. Pinimone to waive lis 
the orders of the day, to endble hins (Mr. P ) to offer a resolu 
tion in relation to frauds perpetrated ou the Government, 

Mr. FILLMORE declining todo se 

Mr. PROFEFIUY gave notice that he would off 
tion the first moment he could, 

On leave given— 

Me. UNDERWOOD, feonithe Coomit'ee for the District of 
Columbia, reported a BIL to extend the jurisdictional limite of 
the corporation of Georgetown, and for other purposes; whieh 
was read twice, 


aspeech on a future 


lio Howse mak 
ct Willem Henry 


tucneon for 


er sucha resolu- 


FORTIFICATION BILL, 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill making ap 
propriations for various fortifications, for ordnance, and for pre. 
venting and suppressing Indtan hoetilines. 

The pending qaestion being on the motion of Mr. Fitamore 
that the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate, “appropriating $75,000 for defraying the ex- 
penses of selecting and purchasing a site for a Western, North- 
western, or Southwestern armory, to be celected by the Prest- 
dent of the United States,” &c. 

Mr. BRIGGS understood, he said, that some gentleman had 
an amendment to offer on receding. He wished that the House 
might have the whole question before i Mr. B. then, for him: 
self, and the section of country which hein part represented, 
disclaimed any hostility toward the olject coutemplated in this 
appropriation. 

Mr. SUMMERS gave notice of his iteition to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

“Strike out all after the word ‘selecting,’ and insert, ‘a suit- 
able sie on the Western waters for the establishment of a Ma- 
tional Armory, asum not exceeding five thousand dollars; and 
the President of the United States is herev; authorized to cause 
such selection to be mide, and to communicate all the proceed- 
ings Which may be had herein to the Congress of the United 
Siates, to be subject to its approval.” 

Mr, THOMPSON of Indiana indicated his intention to offer 
an amendment to the amendment apptopriating $75 000 for ad- 
ditional surveys and purchase of site in the Western, South- 
western, or Northwestern States. 

Mr. MO ‘GAN rose to a privileged question. He moved a 
reconsideration of the vote of yesterday by which the Houee 
had re‘used to recede from its disagreement in the amendment 
of the Senate, appropriating the sum of “$30,000 fer surveyain 
reference to the military defences of the frontier, inland and 
Atlantic.”’ 

By general consent, the consideration of this motion was 
laid over until the pending question should have been dis- 
posed of, 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. Fintmora 
that the Huuse recede from iis disagreement to the amendment 
ofthe Senate “appropriating $75,000 for defraying the expenses 
of selecting and purchasing a eite fora Western, Northwestern, 
or Southwestern armory, to be selected by the Presnl. nt of the 
United States,” &« — 

Mr, UNDERWOOD spoke against receding from the disa- 
greement. 

Mr. CUSHING (after alluding to the sectional feelings 
and interests which had solong stood in the way of the decl- 
sion of this long-vexed question) remarked that Western gen- 
tlemen had no cause to apprehend opposition from membera 
on the ocean. They had n always ready to concur in an 
Sere for that object, and had even been solicitous so 
to do. 

For his own part he betieved that there oughtto be an ar: 
mory on the Western waters. The interests of the country— 
not of the West alone, but of the United States az one country 
—demandedthat there should be. If its establishment was to 
be prevented by differences among Western members them- 
selves upon any question of detail, it was the duty of the rest of 
the country tocome in and select a location, if gentlemen of the 
West could not agree in relation to it. 
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He was unaware that there was in this amendment of the Se. 
nate any designation of a point. He was unaware that the 
amendment required the President to fix the armory at Pitts- 
ae Ifhe (Mr. C.) had supposed that the amendment pre- 
cluded the amplést examination of all sections, in order that 
the hest site might be selected, he would have voted against it 
at once, and would do so now. But he had understood the 
—— as opening the entire West tothe President: it did 
nexpresstermsde so, He was at a loss to conceive how this 
express designation of three great sections of country should 
be construed into a specific designation of one point, and that 
nota Wesiern point. Hewasat a loss to conceive how the 
proposition could be construed in this limited, narrow, exclu- 
sivesense. However that might be, the only wish he had was 
«that the House would take some decided action towards the 
establishment ofan armory in the West; for although there 
might not be any immediate necessity for it, yet there ought to 
be in the United States a quantity of arms, equal to the militia 
in any and every par’ of the country; and not!sast of all in the 
Weat, Northwest, and Sou‘hwest, to which we should have to 
look, as we had done heretofore, for men the bravest and the 
readiest to step forward to defend us against invasion. We 
must have arms located in arsenals, that we might be prepared 
for an attack on all points. ; 

He was i\0t, therefore, entirely satisfied ofthe fact that it was 
for the interest of the country that the commencement of this 
work should be postponed indefinitely. We had been pest- 
poning the commencement of it for twenty years, on account 
(as Col Johnson of Kentucky had remarked when on this floor, 
and as the proceedings of the House would show) of the diffe- 
rences amongst Western men. 

He had no desire or choice in the matter, except that he 
might be able to vote for that site which would meet effectually 
accomplieh the object in View, though where that was he did 
no! know; and he entreaied gentlemen of the West that they 
would, by concurrence among themselves, give to those 
who were disinterested as to the location, such a vote as would 
enable this great object of public importance to be accomplish- 
ed by the concurrence of the East and West. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Hlinoia, on rising, said that he would 
promise the House two things, viz: no politics; anda short 
apeech; both, no doubt, desirable. ‘The su’ ject was important 
and should be so treated. He disagreed with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Irwin,| who said that although an 
armory was to be locate’ in the West, it was not in conse- 
quence of the location, a Western measure, but a national one; 
though he admitted that a musket madein the East would be 
the same as one made in the West for the defence of the coun- 
try. No sectional views ought ever to be allowed in preparing 
for the defence of our common country; we should act for the 
whole, as if we were acting for one single county, and all our 
measures to that end should be purely national. 

It was due to the whole country to establish anarmory in the 
West; and, indeed, a country of such vast extent, with sucha 
rapidly increasing population, should in time have more than 
one; for even if other considerations were outof the question, 
the transportation of arms from the East to the West would 
constitute a considerable ttem in their coat. It might come to 
pass that the best proposition to accommodate the West could 
not be passed; but thea he would takethe next best. He would 
ywrefer Pittsburg to the Kast, as that city was one of our great 

esiern manulacturing towns, and he, for ene, would rather 
have an armory there than none at all It was quite impossi- 
ble to fix upon a site that would please every Western mem. 
ber. He had tried for years to have a hospital loca ed, where 
he thought it should be, at Cairo, at the mouth of the Ohio; but 
every member had the claims of his own district to provide 
for, and the result was, that Congress not being able to acreeas 
to the location, it was confijed to the President, as was pro- 
vosed to be done ia thiscase. Mr. R. said that he woul) rather 
ave anew survey, but ifthat proposition could not be adopted, 
he would vote for the amendment as it came from the Senate. 
Asto the materials, water power, ete no State in the Union 
couldsurpass [linois. In the north of the State, the water 
power was sufficient to move all the machinery in the Union 
that waa used in the manufacture of arms; aod stone coal was 
ia abundance on the margin of the rivers, so that boats could 
be freighted with itby throwing it in from the banks in’e the 
boat. Inthe district he represented, there was an abundance 
of coal and iren ore united with good water power; and it also 
bordered on the Mississippi, which was always navigable. The 
first district in Llinois, therefore, was as good, and perhaps a 
little better, than any other place in the Union for a Western 
armory. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said, there ought to be no difficulty 
mong the friends ofthe measure at this time. The pvlaceto 
he selected for a Western armory ought not to be a subject of 
discuasion upen this appropriation. Ifit was made so, there 
was danger of losing any appropriation wha'ever. The House 
hadthe same difficulties toencounter when an appropriation 
was asked for hospitals on the Western waters, Almost every 
place ofany importance on our great Western rivers was 
urged asa suitable place; and session after session, for some 
years, every appropriation wasdeleated, because of the difficul- 
ty arising from the proper selection of the sites for these esta- 
Blishments. Fi:ally, however, the House agreed upon an ap. 
propriation, and directed the President to select the places Lest 
suited to answer the purposes of the Government, and to report 
the same to Congress. When this was done, and the report 
made, by gentlemen qualified for such a duty, there was but 
little difficalty experienced here, in the confirmation of what 
was done. [le thought a similar course should now be adopt- 
ed; and by its adoption, the friend of a Western armory would 


_be more likely to succeed in accomplishing the object 


that many of them have so much at heart, than by 
keeping up acontroversy as to its locatien, Let us 
now, as didthen, make an appropriation directing an examina- 
tion to be made, and have a report from some engineer of ex- 
perience ma‘e to this House; let us know the place, the 
price to be paid for the site, the cost of erecting, «&c. 
and he apprehended we should then, as in the case of 
the Hespitals, have but litle difficulty in confirming the re- 
port, and at an early day, have the establishment put into ope- 
ration. The amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, was, 
in eubstance, the one a by himself, when this bill was 
originally before the House, but under the operation of the pre- 
vious question, could not be acted on. He hoped, therefore, the 
House would recede from their disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the ema, with the view ot adopting the amendment 
gow proposed. 

Mr. J. said, he did not believe the sum of seventy-five thou- 


sand dollars proposed by the Senate, necssary at this time to 
accomplish all the purposes desired. Some five or ten thou- 
sand dollars, he thought, wou d answer all necessary purposes, 
especially if t.ere was nothing to be done at this time beyond 
the selection of a site and a report to this House. 

Mr. J. said that, though he did not think this this the pro. 
per time to urge the selection of any particalar place for the 
establishment of the armory, but as other gentlemen had 
thought adiff-rently, and urged the claims of particular sites, his 
consutuents would expect that he should say something in be- 
half of the narrows of Harpeth, in which they felt some 
interest, and which had been examined and reported on 
many years ago. In his opinion, no place could be better 
adapted for such an establishment—it combived all the 
advantages that could be desired—it was situated near 
the mouth of the Harpeth river, and but a few miles dis- 
tant from the Cumberland, which was navigable for steamboats 
to that point the greater portion of the year, and gave every 
facility for the transportation of arms, to the upper and lower 
Mississippi, and to any point on the Ohio, aat then various tri- 
butary streams, The water power was equal, if not superior 
to any other country. The winding of the river around the 
mountain, left a narrow neck of land, through which a tunnel 
had been cut, giving the proprietor the control, if necessary, of 
all the water of the river. 

The surrounding country abounded in iron ore of the best 
quality, which he understood had been tested in the Eastern 
cides, The iron was considered of a vety superior quality, 
and peculiarly adapted to the manufacture of fire arms. An 


inexhaustible supply of wood surrounded it. Any quantity of ~ 


coal could be supplied with lule expense by the river from 
above. Provision of all kinds, and labor, as cheap asin any 
portion of the Union, could be easily obtained to any extent de- 
sired. The climate delightful, and that section of the country 
proverbial for health. He thought he might, with propriety, 
apply to it the strong language of its owner. who described it as 
“the best position in the universe” for such an establishment. 
He did not intend now to contrast its advantages with those of 
other places; but, as Pittsburg was spoken of as the place cer- 
tain to be selected if this appropriation passed, in consequence 
ofthe favorable report heretofore made by Colonel McCrea in 
its behalf, he must be permitted to say, that he came toa very 
differcnt cenclusion. He considered Pittsburg, from its position, 
less suited for such an establishment than any of the other 
places mentioned. 

In his opinion, vpon a fair and full examination of the differ- 
ent places pointed out, the President would come to the same 
conclusion. Pittsburg was near the head of the naviga'ion of 
the Ohio, where, for some months in the year, its navigation 
was liable to obstruction from ice, and at another season of the 
year, as much difficulty was experienced from the want of 
water. On these accounts,the transportation of arms, when 
made, to the various sections of the West and Southwest, 
where aa would be most likely wanted, mght be greatly de- 
layed, to the injury ofthe public service. 

Mr. J. was of opinion that that position combining the most 
advantages, nearest the mouth of the Ohio, should be the one 
selected, 

Mr. J declined examining more minutely this subject at this 
time, and expressed the earnest wish that the friends ofan ar- 
mory on the Western waters would support the amendment of 
the gen‘leman from Virginia—that a new examination might be 
had, the place selected, the price ascertained, and he hoped the 
work would be scon commenced. 

Mr. TRIPLETT said he did not mtend that Eastern gentle- 
men should force them of the West to take what they did not 
want, or deprive them of that to which they were justly enti- 
tled. And, sir, said he, if we of the ee ina body, we can 
easily get what we want. Ifhe un lerstood the gentleman from 
Massachusetts correctly, he said that this measure should be 
forced on Western gentleman againettheir will 

Mr. CUSHING. Not this particular proposition, but a West- 
ern armory. 

Mr. TRIPLETT. 1 don’t like force to be applied to the 
Western countiy, even for its good. The gentleman from 
Pi tsburg takes the West under his peculiar guardianship, and 
the gentleman from Massachusetts says that the West ought to 
have an armory, and Congress should force her to take it, 
whether she wants it ornot. Now, all he had to say was, don’t 
appropriate your money under the pretence of its being for the 
West, and use itfor yourselves. We don’t acknowledge Pitts- 
burg, said he tobe in the West. If there was to be a Western 
armory, let it be in the West and not in one of the Atlantic 
States. Pittsburg was aga!lant city, and a good Whig city, but 
he begged gentlemen, if they located their armory there, not to 
call it a Western armory. 

Mr. KING of Georgia was in favor of reconsdering the ac- 
tion of the House upon the amendments adhered to by the Se- 
nate; and when that was done, he should vote for the amend- 
ment of the gent'!eman from Virgiria, [Mr. Summers ] because 
it proposed to reduce the appropriation to $5,000, He thought 
that sum abundantly sufficient; indeed, he could hardly bring 
hing himselfto go so far as to vote $5.000 He had rather vote 
for $2 to buy amap, the simple inspection of which would be 
sufficient to setile the question. $75,000 forasurvey! What 
survey was necessary? All that was wanted with an engineer 
was to decide on the comparative amount of water power, and 
for that purpose to examine the volume an! velocity of different 
water courses. As tothe vicinity and supply of tron and coal, 
these were matters of public notoriety. No ghost need tise to 
report that there was an iron mine here, and a coal bank there; 
every body in the neighborhood could tell that. $1,000 would 
be abundant to pay an engineer to make the necessary examina 
tions; nay, $500 might answer. For $5 0, or $1,000 at the ut 
most, we could get all the information necessary. 

But what he chiefly desired to say wisthis. In the Northern 
and Eystern States we had three armories already—one at 
Springfield, one at Troy, and a third at Harper's Ferry. Virgi- 
nia was proudof this last, and so was all the South; but it was 
on their extreme northern verge, and throughout the* whole 
of the wide South and great West there was no such establish. 
ment to be found—not because there were no fit and advanta- 
geous siles; there were sites in abundance; the only embarrass 
ment lay in the selection. 

Now what he had topropose in this matter was, that gentle- 
men of the West and of the South should join tegether, and 
agree to establish two additional armories—one in the West, and 
one in the South. He wanted Southern gentlemen to agree 
among themselves, and point out come suitable spot in the 
range of Georgia and Alabama, as one suitable point. Mr. K. 
would suggest the falls of the Chattahoochie river, There was 


plenty of water power, plenty of iron, plenty of wood and coal 

and ete was an easy and eee to the Gulf by water, 1 
Charleston by the railroad, and to Tennessee by the great roads 
opening across the country. Nospotin the South united more 
facilities of extensive communication. He would designate the 
town of Columbus, in Georgia; but if Southern gentlemen did 
not agree with him ‘as to this point, let them: compare views 
and fix upon some other site. In the mean while he woula 
suggest to the gentleman from Virginia so to modify his amend- 
ment as to fix the point for a Southern or at the head. 
waters of the navigation of the Chattahoochie. It was his opi- 
nion that the theatre of the next war would in all probability 
be the Gulf of Mexico; in which case a Southern armory would 
be of _primary importance to the Tt and its prompt de- 
fence against invasion. He trusted the House would show a 
becoming spirit of liberality towards the South, and grant her 
that share to which she was justly entitled in the distribution 
of the benefits of Government. He hoped the Senate’s amend- 
ment would be stricken out, and the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia modified as he had suggested. 

Afltersome remarks from Mr. PROFFIT, 

Mr. POPE said the object proposed was in its character 
strictly national—it was a provision for the national defence. 
He concurred in the belief that, when we should get to war 
again, the seat of the contes: would be on the waters of the 
Gulf, and the Southern frontier would, of course, be peculiar- 
ly exposed. But our g eat Indian frontier was not to be for- 
gotten, nor should the Canada }ine be left unprotected. The 
object in locating an armory was to place it so that the arms 
might, with the greatest ease, be transported to the points 
where they were needed; and if the object was general, and not 
local, thea he did not see how there could be any doubt that the 
establishment should he placed on the watets of the Mississippi, 
at a point below the danger of obstructions from ice. To place 
ithigh up the Ohio, a stream locked up by frost in winter and 
dried up by the heats of summer, would be a strange proceed- 
ing indeed. To talk of placing an armory for the Southern and 
Western frontter at such a spot as Pittsburg, seemed to him |it- 
tle less than absurd. He wanted the field ofinanyy left per- 
fectly open and unrestricted. As to the sum, Mr. went for 
the largest amount proposed. He liked the proposition of the 
gentleman from Indiara, [Mr. THompson,] and if that did not 
prevail, then he should go for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr Summers.] He wanted information to be 
collected from all parts of the Union, and not from this or that 
particular State alone. Let the lecation be central, so that whe- 
ther we were attacked by the British at the South or at the 
North, or by the Indians on our Western border, the arms might 
be reaé@ily furnished in either direction. 

After some remarks from Messrs. HENKY and SAR- 
GEANT— 

Mr. STEENROD considered the fact of the necessity ad- 
mitted on all hands, and without debating that point, he was 
prepared to vote for the Senate’s amendment—chiefly because it 
contained the actual appropriation of the money. ite was not 
for running the risk of any smendment here, lest the appropria- 
tion should be postponed and ultimately fail, as had happened 
when the examination was ordered before. The armory was 
needed, the Senate had made an appropriation for it, and had 
entrusted the selection of the site to the President. Mr. 8. was 
willing to trust the President. He was admonished by the 
history of past legislation of the danger of postponement. If 
gentlemen proceeded as they were now doing, the friends of the 
measure would be justly chargeable with defeating it. Mr. 8. 
had the same predilection for his own district which other gen- 
uUemen had manifested, but he would not urge its claims to de- 
fat the bill. The money was now appropriated by the Senate; 
let the House concur, and then the thing was fixed; otherwise, 
it might be lost never to be recovered. Ifno armory was needed, 
then no amendment was necessary. As to its being certain that 
if the matter were left to the President he would fix it at Pitts- 
burg, that was wholly a gratuitous assertion; there was nothing 
to warrant it. Mr. 8. was willing to trust the claims of his 
own district with the President; let other gentlemen consent to 
do the same, and let the question be settled and ended. 

_ Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved the previous ques- 
tion . 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

_ Mr. SUMMERS asked the yeas and nays on the main ques- 
tion. 

And on the question whether the yeas and nays should be ta- 
ken, nv quorum voted. ‘ 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved that the House ad- 
journ; which mot‘on was rejected. 

Mr. a DREWS then moved to lay the motion to recede on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER said that motion, if it prevailed, would car- 
ry the bill on the table also. 

And the question being put, it was decided in the negative. 

So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. FILL- 
MORE that the House recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate— 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being taken, re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock, J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Atherton, Baker, Banks, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Black, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. 
Brown, ChariesBrown, Wm. O. Butler, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, John C. Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Cushing, William 
C. Dawson, Juhn B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fillmore. Fornance, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gerry, Patrick G. Goode, Green, Greig, Habersham, 
Harris, J. Hastings, Henry, Holmes, Ho; kins, Houston, How- 
ard, Hudson, Ingeraoll, W. W. Irwin, Jack, James, Cave John- 
son, Isaac D. Jones, J. P. Kennedy,Andrew Kennedy, King, 
Lane, Lawrence. Linn, Littlefield, Abraliam McClellan, Ro- 
bert McClellan, Mallory, Marchond, Alfred Marshall, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard, Medill, Moore, 
Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Payne, Pearce, Pen- 
dleton, Plumer, Pope, Pope, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Reynolds, —" , Rodney, Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, 
Simonton, Slade, Smith, Sprige, Steenrod, Stokely. Stratton, 
J T. Stuart, Summers, Richard W Thompgon, Tillinehast, 
Toland, Triplett, trumbull, Turney, Wallace, Ward, West- 
brook, Thomas W. Willianis, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, Augus- 
tus Young, and John Young— 120. 


NAYS—Mesers. L. W. Andrews, Arti Wil- 
iam Butler, Patrick C, Caldwell, Chapman, ton, Coles, 
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Cravens, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Egbert. J G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Gamble, Goggin, William O. Goode, Graham, Hall, 
Hays, Houck, Hu , Lewis, McKay, J. Thompson Ma- 
eon, Morgan, Owsley, Patridge, Powell, Ramsey, Alexander 
Randall, Rayner, Rencher, Riggs, Rogers, Sergeant, Shaw, 
Shepperd, Snyder, Stanly, A. H. H. Stuart, Sumter,Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Underwood, Warren, Washington, Joseph 
L. White, and Lewis Williams—44. 

So the House receded from its disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. ; 

And the question recurring on conccurring in the amend- 
ment of the Senate, (which amendment was now open to 
amendment)— 

Mr. SUMMERS moved to amend the amendment of the 
Senate by striking out all after the word “selecting,” and 
insert: 

“ 4 suitable site on the Western waters for the establishment 
of a National Armory, a sum not exceeding $5000, and the 
President of the United States is hereby authorized to cause 
such selection to be made, and to communicate ail the proceed- 
ings which may be had herein to the Congress of the United 
States, to be subject to its approval.” 

In submitting this motion, Mr. 8. said it had been his inten- 
tion to offer a few remarks, butso much time had already been 
consume in discussion, that he was unwilling further to pro 
uact it. He would therefore, waive his right. 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question, but withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. KING moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Sum- 
meRS, 80 as to provide for the selection of one site in the 
Western States and one site in the Southern States. 

Which motion was rejected. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana then offered the amendment 
indicated by him in a former pari of the day, but withdrew it. 

And the question recurring on the amendment of Mr. Sum- 
MERS— 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the amendment of Mr. Sum- 
MERS) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN asked the yeas and nays ea the main 
question, which were ordered; and, being taken, were as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Arnold, 
Arring‘on, * Baker, Banks, Barton, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Boyd, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, William Butler, 
Witham O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Camp- 
bell, Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, Joho C, Ciark, S N. 
Clarke, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garret 
Davis, William C Dawson, Deberry, JohnEdwards, Everett, 
Fillmore, C. A. Floyd, Gamble, Goggin, Patrick G, Goode, 
Win. O. Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hail, 
Halsted, Harris, W. S: Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, 
Howard, Hubard, Hudson,Ingersoll,Cave Johnson, I. D. Junes, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, Abraham McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, Alfred Marshall, T. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, John 
- icon, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alex. 
Randall, Randolph, Raywer, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rodney, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Saunders, Sergeant, Shaw, Shepperd, Slade, 
Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wal- 
lace, Warren, Washington, Watterson, E. D. White, Joseph 
L. White, T. W. Williams, L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—120 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton. Beeson, Black, Bronson, Charles 
Brown, Chapman, Cross,J. B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Eastman, 
John C. Edwards, A. L. Foster, Gerry, J. Hastings, Henry, 
Ilouck, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, Jack, James, Keim, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Mallory, Marchand, Mattocks, Miller, New- 
hard, Proffit, Rencher, Riggs, Rogers, Simonton, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Toland, Turney, Ward, Westbrook, and 
Wood— 42. 

So the amendment of Mr. Summers was agreed to. 

And the améndment of the Senate, as thus amended by the 
Hlouse, concurred in. 


SURVEYS FOR MILITARY DEFENCES. 

The question then came upon the motion Mr. Morcan to 
reconsider the vote of yesterdy by which the House had retusd 
to recede fromits disagreement to the amendment of the Se- 
nate appropriating the sum of “thirty thousand dollars for sur- 
veys in reference to the military defences of the frontier, inland 
and Atlantic.” 

After an explanation from Mr. FILLMORE— 

Mr. McKAY asked the yeas and nays on the motion to re- 
consider, which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 
8), nays 86. } 

So the vote was not reconsidereil. 

And, on motion of Mr. FILLMORE, a committee of confer- 
ence was ordered to be appointed on the part of this House to 
meetsuch committee as might be appointed by the Senate, to 
confer on the said disagreement. 


BUSINESS OF JTHE HOUSE. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose, and said that the House presented at 
this moment a spectacle which had never been presented be- 
fore. They bel Gapamd of the business before them, and they 
were now simply waiting the action of the other House prior 
to adjournment. If— < 

Mr. F, was interrupted by loud cries to order. 

Mr. 8. MASON. I havea resolution calling for information. 

Mr. PROFFIT wished to offer a resolution. 

Mr. FILLMORE. I was going to move that hereafter the 
daily hour of the meeting of this House be 12 o’clock, until 
otherwise ordered. 

_ Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved that che House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. STANLY moved to amend the motion by adding “until 
Thursday.” 

Much confusion followed. 

Mr. WISE asked the yeas and nays on the motion that the 
House do now adjourn. 5 
S. I was about to withdraw the motion, 
but since the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wiss) has called 
the yeas and nays, I will not do so. 1 will let him know that 
he cannot terrify me by ae nays. 

The House refused to order the yeas and nays, 

And then, at twenty minutes 2o’clock, 

The House adjourned until 10 o’tlock to-morrow morning. 
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IN SENATE. 
Wepsespay, Septemb>r 1, 1841. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented ‘he memorial of 
the “Artis’s Fund Seciety of Philade'’p'i?,” re- 
questing Congress to impose a duty on the i npor- 
tation of foreign prints and pictures; and, also, 
the memorial of “the Arti-’s and Amateur’s As- 
soc’ation of Pailadelohia,” making a similar re- 
quest. 

Mr. B. said he was happy to be able to inform 
these highly respectable socicties that, uncer: the 
Revenue bill, as it now stands, foreign prints and 
paintings would be subject to a duty of twenty 
per cent. ad valorem, which was as high a rate of 
cuty as would be imposed upon any imported ar- 
ticle after the 30h Juse, 1842 It was 'trve that 
au excep'ion was mate in favor of literary or phi- 
losophical societies, or sccieties for the encourage- 
ment of the fine arts, &c. &c. which might still 
import prints and pictures free of Cuty. To this 
exception he felt confident the memorialists would 
not object. 

Tne memorials were laid upon the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the proceedings and 
resolutions of a mee.ing of citizens of the coonty of 
Brunswick, in the Sate of Virginia He saidthe 
proceedings related principally to a charter of a 
Bank of the United States, and the preamble to 
the resolutions contained a strong, lucid, end mas- 
terly argument agains! the constitutional power 
of Congress to charter such an institu'ion. He pre- 
sumed the argument had been drawn up by a gen- 
tleman well known here, General Dromgoole, 
late of the Hoase of Representatives fiom the State 
of Virginia, as Le noticed that that ¢istineuished 
gentleman was the chairman of the committee 
which reporied the proceedings to the meeting. 
Uacer ordinary circums'ances, it would be his duty 
to ask for the reading of these proceedings, aud the 
Senate would ke richly compensated for the con- 
suinption of time, in the instructive charac’er of 
the matter presented, but under the strong anxiety, 
so deeply felt on all sides of the house, to bring this 
extraordinary session to a cloce, he could not ask 
the reading, as it would occupy at least the morn- 
ing hour. He would, therefore, rely upon the in- 
dulgence of the members of this most respectable 
meeting of Democrats, and content himself with 
asking that the proceedings be printed for the use 
ot the Senate, and he would respectfully urge upon 
every member, when the prioted copy sheuld 
reach his tabie, to lay it by and read it with care, 
when more leisure than they now have shall ena- 
ble them to give their minds to the subject. 

The resolutions are not confined to the Banh, 
but extend to alt the impertant subjects which 
have occupied the attention of Congress during its 
present session. They are fall, and in some re- 
spects sever>; but as the expressions of freemen, 
u: on subjects cf high national importance, they 
did no’ appear to bim to contain any thing which 
rendered theif presen'ation improper. 

Mr. W. then moved the printing, which was 
ordered, and the proceedings laid upon the table. 

The proceedings were as follows: 

THE POLITICAL PROCEEDINGS OF A PORTION OF 

THE PEOPLE OF BRUNSWICK COUNTY, IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, AUGUST 23, 184), 
A portion of the citizens of Brunswick county, 
in the State of Virginia, assembled in Lawrence- 
ville on the 23d August 1841, in pursuance of pre- 
vious public notice. They were, upon motions 
severally made, organized into a mecting by the 
appointments of Captain John Jones, chairman, 
and George Stone esq. Secretay. 

By request, General Dromgoole briefly addressed 
the meeting on the political condition of the coun- 
try, and exposed the pernicicus tendency of the 
principles and measures cf the party in power, 
aod concluded with a motion for the appointment 
of a committee to report suitable matter for the ac- 
tion «f the meeting. 

SJWhich motion having heen adopted, the chair 
appointed the following genilemen to compose 
said committee to wit. General George C. Drom- 
goode, Dr. Henry Lewis, Robert D. Turnbull, esq. 
Captain Sames J. Harrison, Joseph A. Reddick, 
esq. Captain Thomas Gibbon, Col. William Meri- 
dith, Charies furnbull, esq. Col, John C. Jones, 
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Nicholas S. Edmonds, esq. Col H ram H. Blick, 
John M. Lundy, esq John W. Harrison, esq. and 
Dr. George Mason. 

he committee having retired some time, for 
consultation, reurned, aod Mr. Dromgoole 
stated to the Chair that he wasi structed to report 
a preamble and resolutions, intended, if adopted on 
consideration, to constitute the political proceedings 
of the meeting. 

The preamble and resolution were then distinct- 
ly read to the meting by Mr. Dromgoole, and 
then formally submitted to them by the Chair. 

No objection being made to any portion, and no 
amendment subjected, on motion of Mr. Gibbon, 
the vote was taken by the Chair on the entire re- 
port of the committee. . 

The preamble and resolutions, here following, 
were unanimously adopted: 

In every quarter of the Union are sech nume- 
rous indieations of uneasiness and anxious solici- 
tude concerniny; the existing political ecndition of 
our country. That portion of the cit. zens of Brans- 
wick county, in the Commonwealtih of Virginia, 
here assembled, in common with their fellow citi- 
zens throughout tlis entire Union of States, view 
with deep and unaffected concern the develop- 
ment, during this extraordinary session of Con- 
gress, of the intended policy and measures of the 
present dominant party. In the opinion of those 
here present, there did not ex’st, at the time of the 
Prociamaticn, any public exigency, nor has there 
occurred, since the acjournment of the last Con- 
gress, any sudden and pressing emergency to jdsti- 
fy the Executive in the exercise of the power of 
convening both Houses of Congress so long in ad- 
vance of the usual and regular period of their ses- 
sion. 

The agitation of the public mind—the popular 
exci'ement consequent upon the measure—the in- 
convenience, if not mischief, of hurrying the peo- 
ple of some of the States in‘o elections of members 
before the customary and periodical times—the 
total deprivation of some of the States of represen- 
tation at this momen‘ous crisis—the very large ad- 
ditional expenditure incurred to defray the expen- 
ses of this supernumerary session-—-all these, and 
other aitendant evils, can find no adequate defence 
or even plausible apology in the policy and sye- 
tems a tempted to be riveted upon the country. 
The series of measures proposed, and intended to 
constitute the system of policy of the party in 
power, so far from com;ensating for the evils be- 
fore recited, by the equal ciffusion of beneficial 
effects, ere ca'cusated, in the humble judgment of 
this meeting, to pervert, if net to destroy the Con- 
stitution of the Un:ted States—to change e::entially 
the original terms and purposes of the compact of 
Union, ard cons quently to impair is sirength, 
andto weaken that veneration for it, in the bo- 
soms of our citizens, inseparable from its faitnfal 
observance. Some of the measures, and particu- 
larly the establishment of a National Bank, would, 
in the deliberate opinion of this meeting, involve 
agross and palpable usurpation of power. The 
measure specificatly designated, if adopted and 
carried in’o operation acco‘ding to the views and 
doctrines of is advocates, would exhibit the into- 
lerable absurdity of rendering the present Congress 
paramount to cach succes:ive Congress, although 
justly claiming and righifully possessing, under the 
Constitution fairly interpreted, id-ntically the same 
powers. For one Congress, under the pretext of 
legislating for the general welfare, or under any 
pretext whatever, to instiiute a measure which 
cxnnot be repealed or modified by a succeeding 
Congress, is substantially to deprive, in advance, 
their successors in office of a portion of ‘hose 
powers which the Constitution, without stint or ex- 
ception, devolves on them, and on each Coneress 
successively—is, virtually, to forestall their jadg- 
ments and manacle their powers of deliberation— 
is to interpose an obstacle to prevent the faithfal 
reficction of the constituent will by the representa- 
tive body—is indeed and in truth to forge politi- 
cal chains which fetter and restrain the people in 
their undoubted right of having their wishes fally 
and effectively expressed by their chosen delegates, 
and matured into authoritative enactments. Strong 
language is used; bul the occasion demands it. A 
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violation of the Constitation, that venerated insira- 


ment ces.gned for the security of our rights and 
liberty—an alarming attempt to exercise power 
for which there is no lawful warrant—these can- 
not be too indignantly rebuked, or two harshly de- 
nounced by those who are yet free and understand 
their rights, and who are firmly determined to pre- 
serve their {recdom by a resolute defence of those 
rights. 

A brief referenee to some of the favorite purposes 
and de<igns of the dominant party will show that their 
character and tendency are not misunderstood—aad 
that they furnish ample justification to this meet- 
ing, and to other meetings of our fellow-citizens, 
tO pronounce on them the solemn sentence of 
condemnation, and for the formal adoption of re- 
solutions io cc-operate ardently and perseveringly 
with all of similar mind, to resist and defeat them. 

It may be premised that, during the !ate political 
conies', our opponents, as a party, did not avow 
and publish any general, settled principles upon 
which they would administer the Government, 
should they succeed to office. It is well known 
that portions «f the party,in different sections of 
the country, held and defended opinions diametri- 
cally contrary to each other—sometimes they cor- 
cealed their opinions—sometimes they exposed 
them but in part, and not always ina fair and 
candid manner—somelimes they pursued the pian 
of making general, vague, but bitter attacks upon 
the then Administration. Sometimes they em- 
ployed themselves in uttering the most virulent 
personal abuse of some its prominent supporters 
At all times, however, all portions of the party pre- 
mised reform and retrenchmen', mofe rigid econe- 
my in the disbursement of the public money, more 
sirict accountability ia public cflicers, wore jealous 
regard for the nation’s rights and honor, and a 
general improvementin the administration of the 
Government. Wrh various aud contradictory 
opinions he!d by different members of the party 10 
different places and under different circumsiances, 
with vague and indefinite promises of reform, with 
a forma! determination not to avow and publish any 
fixed principles or agreed policy which received 
the general concurrence—it was impossible to 
cause the election to tarm.upona fair contest of 
principle, it was impracticable to make up and de- 
cide, by the result of the election, any distinct i:- 
sues. 

But now the promises of the past are to be tested 
by the performances of the present ume, The aspi- 
rants for place arul power then, are to be contrasied 
with themselves now, in the full frnition of their 
hopes. They have succeeded, and are in office. 
They are now to be justly held responsible for the 
wise, frugal, and constitutional exercise of their 


authority. ‘Their policy is developed—their prin- | 


ciples are discosed. Upon these we take issue b:- 
fore the tribuna! of the people. 

And first, in reference to their most cherished 
measure, the establishment of a National Bank, or 
Bank of the United States. It would be idle and 
puerile to inquire whether calling such an institu- 
tion “Fiscal Bank,” or “Fisesl Ageni,” or “Fir- 
cality,” or any other preferable name, can at all af- 
fect the constitutional power of Congress to autho- 
ize such a corporation. If its functions are de- 
signed, as they are avowedly, to be cc-extensive 
with the power and duty o* Congress to collect, 
keep, and disburse revenue, it would be equally 
useless, it seems to us, (but that it has been other- 
wise deemed by men in office, and having conse- 
quently perhaps some influence,) to discuss whether 
the location of the principal office or Mother- 
Bank in the District of Columbia or Territory of 
_ lowa—whethe. indeed the location in District, 
Territory, or State, does, in the least degree, vary 
the question of constitutional power. If the iasti- 
tution is made, in the act of its creation by charter, 
the financial agent of the Government in relation 
to all the revenue collected, kept, and disbursed in 
all the States and Territories, it is to all intents and 
purposes a United States Bank; and the question of 
the power of Congress to incorporate it still stands 
directly before us, in our path, staring us fully in 
the face, and ‘carnot,be set aside or honestly evad- 
ed by the mere location of the principal office in a 
State, a District, or a Territory—in fort, magazine, 





| jections it was designed to obviate. 








arsenal, doek-yard, or other needful building of | 


the United States, 

If Congress can rightlully establish such an in- 
stitation for the parposes professed, it must of course 
have the powerof so locating and organizing it 
as to render itefticient. To this ead, branches or of- 
fices at different points, with a general head, or 
parent authority to direct and secure harmonious 
action of the parts, are indispensable. If Con- 
gress can authorize such an institution at all, the 
branching or division of its agency in different di- 
rections is a necessary ingident. I, would appear, 
then, superfluous to argue whether the assent or 
dissent of a State to the establi.hment of a branch, 
changes, in any particular, the constitutional ques- 
tion. There are caces, it is true, in which the con- 


| sent of a State is stipulated expressly in the Con- 


stitution; but that consent does not confer authority 
—it isa consent to exercise an authority already 
granted, and in existeneé, ia the particular place 
selected. Suppose the Constitut.on had not con- 
ferred on Congress the authority to purchase the 
site of a fort with the consent of a State, and with 
exclusive jurisdiction over the same. It would not 
be maintained that the consent of a Stafe autho- 
rized Congress to purchase a place, build a fort, 
and exercise exclusive jurisdiction over it. So, on 
the other hand, if the Constitution empowered Coa- 
gress to purchase a place, buiid a fort, aud exercise 
exclusive jur:sdiction, omitling the condition of 
precuring the consent of the State, it would not be 
pretended that the exere se of the power must await 
such consent. Congress has power to raise an 
army, and to supp.rtit. In parsuance thereof, re- 
cruiling posts may be established, soldiers may be 
stationed in any State,and marched through any 
State. ‘Yo the exercise of this power, the consent 


of a State is not necessary, and the dissent of a | 


State would not preventi't. In the supposed case 
of a fort, sheuld the Siate refuse its consent to the 
purchase of the selected site, it would not annul or 
destroy the power, because that is given by the 
Constitution, and must remain; the refusal only 
frustrates, for the time being, the exercise of it in 
a particular place. And furthermore, if the con- 
sent of a State will authorize the branch, it will just 
as much authorize the principal. The institution 
is precisely the same in character, in privilege, in 
business, and in duty tothe Government. The 
conclusion is, that if the power to create a Nation- 
al Bank is at al derivable from the Consiitu'ion, 
Congress may exercise it within the limits of a 
Sia'e without its consent, eitherin the location of 
principal or branch. 

This meeting has commented more pointcdly on 
the attempt to overcome the grave constitutional 
scruples of the opponents of a Bank, by locating it 
principally on some spot over which Congress has 
exclusiv. j'wisdiclion, in order that so disingenuous 
an artifice might stand expcsed in the face of day— 
an artifice emanating from a weak and silly head, 
and an insult to the intelligence of those whose oh- 
And the meet- 
ing has also the more particularly considered the 
subject of authorizing brauches of a United States 
Back with or without the assent of the Stat¥s, be- 
cause the notion seems to have been entertained 
by one of the Senators from this State that Con- 
gress might incorporate the subscribers to a “‘ Fise i 
Bank” of the United States, to be located io the 
District of Columbia, and having power to set up 
branches, or agenc.es, or offices, or some part of 
iis operating machinery, in the different States, 
with their separate assent, first had and obtained 
expressly, and not presumptively. And the meeting, 
on this occasion, desired to express, in unequivocal 
terms, its unqualified opposition to the assumption 
that the assent of a single Siate can make an act 
constitutional, within iis own limits, which other- 
wise would not be so—an assumption which de- 
stroys the uniformity, the equality, the beautiful 
consistency of the exercise of Congressional power, 
by rendering an act unccnstitational in one State, 
and condemning the same act, or one precisely simi- 
lar, at the same time, as unconstitutional in another 
Siate. 

Althoug’ it has been a vexed question since the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution—although 
much has been ably written and argued on both 








sides—although itis surrounded with Congressional, 


Judicial, Executive, and popular decisions—yet this 
meeting will consider for itsel{ whether the Con- 
stiiution has conferred on Congre.s the power to 
incorporate a United States Bank; and whether the 
incorporation of such a Bank is, in true meaning 
and good faith, the making of a law, which is 
both necessary and proper for carrying into execu- 
tion any of the enumerated powers given to Con. 
gtess, or any power vested by th: Constitution .in 
the Government of the United States, or in any 
officer or Department thereof. The act lately 
passed by Congress, to incorporate the subscribe: ; 
to the Fiscal Bank of the United States, stripped 
of all disguise, presented the naked questions 
above stated. Itis true that that act has been 
frustrated by the timely and commendable inter- 
vention of the Executive veto, and that the majori- 
ty necestary to give it force notwithstanding, can- 
not be obtained. Yet knowing that the cominant 
party regard this is their most important and fa- 
vorite measure, that they are persevering in their 
purpeses, skilful and not over-scrupulous in their 
efforts—>y confession, compromising ia their princi- 
ples—the apprehension cannot be altogether dis- 
missed that there will be renewed altemp!s to ac- 
complish their designs. What secret spring may 
be applied to the imotives and actions of men— 
what magical influence may be spread over the 
mind by the cunning and dexterous use, or by the 
studious and designing omission of particular 
words and phrases—by the arifal employ nent and 
application of the terms assent and dissent—by 
trivial alterations in the details of the plan—by 
slight modifications of functions—by unesreniial 
or pretended restrictions—by immaterial changes 
in the character of business, and in the mode o! 
transaction, we cannot foreknow, or foresee, and 
we will not undertake to foretel. Whilst, there- 
fore, we warmly approve the conduct of the Exe- 
cutive, and heartily applaud his wise and patriotic 
prevention of the late impending danger—whilst 
we pledge ourselves firmly and sincerely to sustain 


| and defend him in this act of fidelity to the Consti- 


tution—nevertheless, apprehensive that the occa- 
sion of alarm has not entirely passed away, we 
still feel it our duty, in the present peculiar state 
of party politics, to unite our voices with those oi! 
our Democratic brethren every where in condem- 
nation of the late act, and in open declaration ot 


‘| opinion that any Bank of the United States, by 


whatever name it may be called, wherever it may 


| be located, to whatever points i's ramifications 


may extend, however cunningly devived may be 

t he details of the charter, however arifully inter- 
woven with the tr.de and business and exchanges 
of the States, and with the finances of ibe Govern- 
ment, may be its required duties and its exclusive- 
ly granted privileges, will be a palpable violation 
of the Consiitution. 


We affirm upon historical evidence, and upon 
the unimpeachable testimony of our own Jefferson 
and Madison, that the framers of the Constita'tion 
not oaly did not intend to confer upon Cougress 
the power in dispute, but positively and expressly 
refused so todo, The exisience of any such pow- 
er “is condemned by the silence of the Constitu- 
tion,”’ for no ¢lause or provision of that respected 
instrument can be desigrated which expressly cor.- 
fers it. Vain will be the search for its existence 
among the enumerated. powets—il cannot there be 
discovered. ‘Tne creation of a corporation, it is 
believed, is the exercise of original, primary, and 
distinct power, and cannot, with accuracy, be con- 
sidered as the necessary and proper incident ot 
another power—cannot be received as the nataral, 
the implied, or intended, concomitant of any o! 
the enumerated powers. 


In the eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitation, ali the legislative powers granted to 
Congress are enumerated, and the enumeration 
concludes with a clause declaring that Congress 
may make all laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing 
powers. Here the mode, the necessary and pro- 
per mode, in which Congress shall carry into exe- 
cution their gran'ed powers, is so plaialy and dis- 
tinctly written, that one would suppose that “he 
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who runs might read, and that a fvel could not err 
therein.” 

The mode of carrying into execution the enu- 
merated powers, is, by making ]aws necessary and 
proper laws. Now whatis the general idea of 
making laws? What is the usual and common 
senre aceeptation of the term? Does it not mean 
ordinary legislation—ihe passage of acts, by the 
Legislature, of usual character and altiivutes, 
wh'ch acts may, of course, be repealed or modified 
by the same, or by a succeeding Legislaiure, pos- 
sessing equally Competent powers over ihe subject 
matier. Does the creation of a corporation, with 
exclusive privileges, come within the scope and 
definition of ordinary legislation? Is the expres- 
sion employed, “making laws’—and one of gene. 
ral use, understood to convey the power to call 
into existence a body politic, with manifold branch- 
es, for along or a short time, fora definite or an 
indefinite series of years, with the immunity of ex- 
emp'ion from common liability, with other s atutes 
to repeal. Is not such a creation an act of sove- 
reiguty? Is Congress in the faithful discharge of 
its constitutional duty, when, instead of making a 
necessary and proper law to carry into execution 
specified powers, it’ undertakes to create an irre- 
sponsible body, and to entrust that body with the 
execution of those powers? Instead of holding the 
powers entrusted to them, for the good of the S.ates 
and people, and keeping the subject-matter of their 
exercise constantly within reach of legtslative con- 
trol, and under the constituent authority, they, in 
fact, abandon them, or rather execute a convey- 
and alienation to a body politic aid corporate. 

It isa matter of curious and interesting re- 
search to inquire, to what varies clauses of the 
Constitution the. Bank pariy have, at different 
times, attempted to hitch the power of creating 
this C-rporation. 

At onetime itis incident to the power of col- 
lecting revenue; at another, to the power of regu- 
lating commerce; at another, to the power of bor- 
rowing money; at another, to the power of coining 
money and rezulating the value thereof; at another, 
it is boldly declared to be the constituting of a 
Treasury of the United States, in which all the 
public moneys are to be placed and kept, and 
from which no money can be drawn, ‘‘but in con- 
sequence of appropriations made by law.” In- 
deed it may be regarded as nearly incidental to 
one power as to ancther. Congress might as well 
incorporate a company to transport the mail of 
the United S:ates, as to transport the money of the 
United States: might as well incorporate a com- 
pany to provide magazines and arsenals for the 
safe keeping of the ammunition and arms of the 
United States, as to incorporate acompany to 
provide vaults for the safe keeping of ihe reveaues: 
might as well incorporate a company to distribute 
arms and ammanition to the officers aad soldiers 
of the Army of the United States, as a company 
to disburse the money to the creditors of the United 
States, 

Bat Congress are bound, say the Bank men, to 
farnish a good circulating medium forthe whole 
Union—e sound national currency; and, therefore, 
may incorporate a Bank of issue. Itis,in the 
first place, flatly denied that Congress is enjoined 
by the Constitution to furnish any sach circulat- 
ing medium, any such paper currency The pre- 
mises from which the conclusion is drawn, are not 
granted; they are in dispute, and the constitu'ional 
provision must be cited, which requires or autho- 
rizes Congress to supply such currency. Let those, 
who claim this power, perform the whole circuit 
of the Constitution, and they will have made a 
fruitless journey in search of it. Congress has 
power to coin money, and to regulate the value 
thereof, ard of foreign coin. No ingenuity can 
torture this authority of coining money into autho- 
rity to issue promissory notes for circulation. That 
power of coining money and regulating the value 
thereof, is in daily and beautiful execution. The 
handsome American coins, the appearance of 
which is so pleasiag to the eye, and the posses- 
sion of which is, gererally, so gratifying, having 
intrinsie value in the material of which they are 

composed, and, as issued from the mint, having a 
value regulated by law, demonstrate the exercise 
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of the power. N» sophistry can confound this opera- 
tion with that ef issuing the promissory notes of a 
bank, composed of materials intriasieally werh- 
less, ea'sily destroyed, having in the natare of 
things no value fixed, and uniform at all times, 
and in all places, constantly liable to fluctuation 
and depreciation. 

No law of Congress could make it a legal tender 
inthe payment of private or public debis; no law 
of Congress can ensure, at all times, the redemp- 
tion of such paper in gold and silver; no law of 
Cougress can secure to it, invariably, a value 
equal to gold and silver. And even were it al- 
ways equivalent to gold and silver, the fact of 
such equivalency could not jastt’y Congress in 
euthoriz ng the issue. When we demand the con- 
stitutional carrency—coined money, With a regu- 
lated value—we are not satisfied, nor is the Con- 
stitution satisfied with the issue of bank notes, al- 
though they may be redeemable or convertible, 
and may continue equivalent to gold and silver. 

If, however, the premi-es be granted—if it be 
admitted that Congress is bound to supply a cireu- 
lating medium for the benefit of commerce and 
trade, or in fulfilment of, or as auxiliary to, any 
expressly given power, still it would not result, as 
a consequence from this admission, that the incor- 
poration of a banking company with authority to 
istue and to discownt, was either a necessary or a 
proper mode of discharging such obligation. 

Paper issued by authority cf Congress, upon the 
eredit of the United States, receivable in paymeni 
of dues to the Government, and redeemable in 
gold and silver, would acquire more public confi- 
dence and obiain a wider circulation, would pre- 
serve a more equal value in every part of the 
United States, than wou!'d the issues of any corpo- 
ration aggregate which could possibly be created, 
The direct issue of such a medium by the Govern- 
ment, if indeed it were bound to sepply it, would 
be a more natural, efficient, and inteiligible mode 
of performing the daty, than through the interven- 
tion of a corporation, holding exclusive privi- 
leges under charter to which it is claimed to at- 
tach the character of a vested and inviolable sanc- 
tity—operating upon the community with a com- 
plicated machinery, as incomprehensible and inex- 
plicable to the mass as the machinery and appara: 
tus of a steam engine, and, as experience has 
proved, more liable toexplosion. Tosupp!y the 
country thea with a sound circulating medium by 
the Governwent, a Bank is neither necessary or 
appropriate. But it is wholly denied that Con- 
gress can use the credit of the United States as the 
basis of Government paper for circulation, er can 
anthoriz2 or permit individuals or corporations to 
avail themselves of it to give confidence and cur- 
rency to their promissory notes. Congress can 
borrow money on the credit of the United States— 
but itis not now recollected that ¢his credit may be 
used for any other purpose. 

It bas been maintained that it is the duty of Con- 
mress to regulate the currency of tne country; and 
that the incorporation of a National Bank is a ne- 
cessary and proper mode of accomplishing this 
work; such Bank acting asa great and efficient 
rezulator of the diversified currency of the States. 

That it is the daty of Congress-to regulate the 
currency of the country, is an assumption wholly 
gratuitous. There is no warrant for any such doc- 
trine in the Constitution. There cannot be dis- 
covered, in that instrument, the slightest trace of 
the power to interfere, by regulation or otherwise, 
with the loca! currency of the States. It has been 
a controvert d point, whether the States can right- 
fully authorize the issue of such currency—and it 
can hardly be supposed that the framers of the 
Constitution, in any partof that instrument, intend- 
ed to authoriz: the reguiation of that, which 
would be of uncertain existence, and of questiona- 
ble legality. 

The prohibitions ia the Constitution seem to be 
all that can be discovered, that can be made even 
remotely to apply to the subject of the local curren- 
cy of the States. 

No State shali “coin money, emit bills of credit, 
make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender 
in payment of debts.” 

But even were it the duty of Congress to regu- 
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late the currency, the conclusion does not follow, 
that the establishmeut of a National Bank is a re 
cessary or proper mede of fulfiling that daty. Tt 
would sll remain a most difficult and ardaous task 
to demonstraie,'o make clear to the comprehension 
of the people, that a United States Bank, with its 
brood of notes, was a necessary and appropri- 
ate method of regalating the Bank notes 
of the several States. To convince the people of 
the United States, at this me, of the necessity or 
propriety of a United Sia'es Ban for any useful 
purpose, would be a herculean jabor. They are 
already convineed that sueh an institution ulumate- 
ly, in its progre:s and effects, must prove injurious 
to the morals and business of the country, disturb- 
ing the regular course of trade and commerce, and, 
instead of regulating the State iostitations, acting 
hostilely towards them, crippling their operauons, 
and embarrassing their business. ConVince the 
people of the necessity and utility of such an insti- 
tution!! Every prudent man in the conntry looks 
upona United States Bank note as a Frenchman 
does upon an assiznat. How can Congress, how 
could a United States Bank, secure the solvency 
and good management cf the S‘ate banks—how 
regulate their Hiabilities and assets—how restrain 
their issues—how equalize their currency? If the 
S:a'e authoricy granting the charters, will not im- 
pose proper restrictions, or will not rigidly enforce 
them, if the notes are not redeemed in specie upcn 
application, they will depreciate in market value, 
the banks will be suspected of insolvency, and pub- 
lic confidence wiljl be withdrawn. No United 
States Bank could supply the omissions to impose, 
or the remissness to enforce, effectual restrictions; 
nor could it avert the necessary consequences. 
The history of the past has demonstrated the utter 
inefficiency of such a Bank to eet as a safe and 
prudent regulator of the State benks. ‘Tat which 
iswholly incapable of accomplishing the purpore 
intended, isan unneeessary and improper agent. 

Again: it has been contended that Congress hes 
the power, and is bound, to regulate the exchanges 
of the country; and that ftom this it follows that a 
Bank may be ecr@ated, whose business it shall be to 
deal in exchanges. This, (oo, is a gratuitous as- 
sumption. liis denied that the duty of Congress 
to regulate exchanges is fairly and necessarily im- 
pied in any of the granted powers; and if it were, 
we deny that a Bank is the necessary of proper 
mode of regulation. 

Exe range is required by the necessities of trade 
and commerce; aad the rate of it, in the regalar 
course of business, should be but lithe more than 
the proper expense of transporting specie from one 
point to another. Should the ccurse of business 
and irade be interrupted, and exchanges deranged, 
such interruption and derangement wil generally 
proceed from causrs over which neither the Go- 
vernment or a Bank could exercise any control; 
and for which the best and surest remedy is the 
natural tendency of commerce, when tree, to read- 
just itself, 

The law: of commerce, such as naturally belong 
to it, independent of Government aciion—the ba- 
lances of trade—the expence aad facility of trans- 
porting specie—will determine the rate of ex- 
change. Government interference, and Bank in- 
terference, may temporarily disiurb this wholesome 
conditien of things; but Congress, with a Bank of 
the Unnied States to assist, and with the cosope- 
ration of the Bank of England, would be unable, 
permanentiy, to regulate and control the exchanges 
between the different parts of the Unied States, 
and between the different marts of the commercial 
world. Nor is Congress bound to furnish the 
means and facilities of exchange, in consequence of 
having the power to regulate commerce. With 
equal force of argument # might be urged that the 
power to regulate commerce embraced the duty of 
creating and multiplying the articles of trade; and 
that, for this purpose, a corporasion may be created. 
The creation, pioduction, supply of the materials 
of trade and commerce, are mueh more necessary to 
their existence and welfare than the mere ex- 
changes of balance in trade. 

The merchant or trader desires to t-ansfer his 
funds from New Orleans to New York—that is to 
exchange funds in New Orleans for funds in New 
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York. ‘The farmer or planter desires to transport 
the products of his farm or plantation to iearket 
for saie—that is, he desires to exchange property at 
home for its equivalent value in bis market town 
It would seem that, in equality of justice, they had 
the same claim upon the Government for assist- 
ance—that is, no rightful claim at all. Congress 
has no right, axd is under no obligation, to 
furnish the means of transfer to either—to pro- 
vide for either the facilities of exchanging 


custody, and disbursement of pablie moneys; be- 
cause it would be vaio and useless to bave a Con- 
gress of limited devation and specified powers, it 
their legislation upon any subject is to be regarded 
as sacred and irrepesiable; because one Congress 
cannot bind iis successor, of so use any granied 
power as to prevent the next Congress from 
using the same power according to its own judg- 
mest and discretion; because to yield the doc- 


proceeds of the sales of public lands in the com. 
mon Treasury, would have rendered unnecessary 
a loan of twetve millbons, and a resort to in- 
creased taxation; but by diss'pating the puble 
lands, one sure source of income; by increasing 
the tariff of duties to 'he extent of several mil- 
lions; by authorizing the inciyient step to a per- 
manent debt, the present party in power must 
stand arraigned for wilful extravagance, for high 


trine that the next Congress have nct power to mo- || and burdensome ‘axation, and for inflicting on 
33 value in one place for value in another. || dify or repeal the fiscal regulations of the present,as || the country the national curse of a national 
And if Congress was bound to supply the the present have repealed the e iactments ofthe last, |} debt. : 
ir means of exchange, or to make the revenue would be to surrender the freedom cf representation, 8. Resolved, That Congress can only raise revenue 
subsidiary to tha! purpose, there does not appear to || and the ivestimable right of repealing wicked || sufficient to defray the expenses of the Government 
ae be the slightest necessity for the use of a Bank of |} and pernicious acts—would be to allow usurped 


the United States. It could be more readily effeci- 
ed at once, by authorizing the proper officers of the 
Treasury to buy and seil bills of exchange upon 
different places, as the wants of the Government 
and the state of the finances indicated. In this 
mode the revenue would be employed more conve- 
niently to the Government and to the citizen, would 
be more immediately under the supervision of the 
Government; would be managed for purposes of 
exchange by legal officers strictly accountable and 
punishable. Hence there can be no necessity of 
creating a mammoth 3ank, to swallow up all the 
revenues of the United Svates, giving a promise 
which it never can {ulfil, of supplying the means, 
and equalizing the exchanges of the country. 

In fiac, this meeting are of opinion, from a care- 
ful perusal of the Constitution, that there is not a 
single power granted therein, which may not be 
carried inio execution without the ageney of a Na- 
tional Corporation. They do not believe any such 
institu'ion necessary Or appropriate to the accom- 
plishment of any constitutional pnrpose—that 2 is 
jairly implied in any enumerated power, or pro- 
perly incident to any. They do not believe that 
the power to create it can at all be regarded as an 
incidental or subordinate power, but that it is an 
original, principal power, and cannot be exercised 
by a limited Legislature, with few and defined 
powers, unless it had been expressly conferred by 
the sovereign authority who cr@ated the Legisla- 
ture, and bestowed on it its powers. And this 
view is strengthened by the fact that in the con- 
vention which {ramed the Federal Constitution, se- 
veral propositions were raade to confer the power 
expressly, which were not a!opted, and which doubt- 
less would not have been made, unless the express 
and explicit grant had been deemed necessary to 
the existence and exercise of i', and if it had not 
been conceded, that it was not embraced in any 
other power as necessarily implied, or properly in- 
cidental. 

The citiz-ns of Brunswick, here assembled, have 
dwelt with more elaborate earnestness on the sub. 
ject of a National Bank, because they believe it of 
deadly hosulity to our Republican institutions, 
dangerous to our liberties, tending to corrupt all 
who are in any wi.e connected with it, demoral- 
izing in its effects upon the whole country, ruin- 
ous to trade, by disturbing the natural and regular 
course of business, p:omolive of wild and calami- 
tous speculation and stockjobbing, polluting the 
stream of legislation, and corrupting the adminis- 
tration of the Government. 

We are most sincerely desirous that every design 
and every thought of creating so hateful an institu- 
tion, should be forever repudiated by the Congress 
and people of the United S ates, upon high and im- 
mutable consti‘utiona! ground. 

But should the dominant party—ihe Bank party, 
as they now stand confessed—uofort.uately pre- 
vail ia their purpose, we solemnly pledge ourselves 
to unite w.th our Democratic brethren throughout 
the State and the Union in procuring a REPEAL of 
the odious enactment, because it would be a palpa- 
ble violation of the Constitution; because it would 
have been precipitated upon the people at an ex- 
traordinary session of Congress, without sufficient 
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authority to bind the next generation—would 
be to degrade ours:ives into slaves to power, 
and te convert ourselves into traitors to pos- 
terity. 

The citizens convened on this occasion to consider 
the po.itical affairs of the country, having at some 
length given utterance to their opinions and feelings 
on the proposed establishment ot a Bank as a mat- 
ter of deepest in'erest avd paramount importance, 
will conclude with the aaoption of resolutions ex- 
pressive of their views upon this and other sub- 
jects, which have occupied their thoughts and their 
deliberations. 

1. Resolved, That Congress has no constitution- 
al power to incorporate a Bank of the United 
States, under any name whatever, for any pur- 
poses whatever, or in any locality whatever; 
and this we shail firmly maintain as a fundamental! 
artic'e of the Democratic creed. 

2. Resolved, Thata defect of power can cnly be 
supplied by an amendment to the Constitution in 
the mode therein designated; and consequently 
that the separate assent or dissent of Siates does 
not at all affect the question of the power of Con- 
gress, under the terms of the Constitation, to in- 
corporate a Bank and establish branches of the 
same, A 

3. Resolved, That the scheme of including the 
States in the charter, as joint stockholders with the 
Federa\ Government, and with individual capital. 
ists, Whilst it does not, in the least, relieve the in- 
stitution from its unconstitutional character, does 
render the details of its organization more intri- 
cate and difficult of comprehension by the people; 
does improperly complicate th2 money concern: 
of the United States with those of the several 
States, which shou'd always be kept separate and 
distinct, and cieates suspicon of a design to 
seduce the States, by an appeal to sordid interests, 
io participate in a violation of the «eompact which 
binds them together, and shonld be ever scru- 
pulousiy observed and promptly maintained by 
each. 

4. Resolved, That the authority to create any na 
tional incorporation is no where granted in the 
Constitution; is not implied in any enumerated 
power, or properly anincident to any; and the crea- 
tion of such an institution is neither a neccssary 
or a proper mode of carrying into execu'ion any 
legis!ative powers granted to Cungress, or any 
o'her powers vested by the Constitution in the Go 
vernment of the United States, or in any Depart- 
ment or efficer thereof. . 

5 Resolved, That Congress has no power, di- 
rectly or indirecily, to assume or discharge the 
debits contracted by the several States, or to supply 
them with the means of payment out of the revenue 
from customs, the proceeds of the sales of public 
lands, or out of any other property or resources of 
the United States. 

6. Resolved, That Congress cannot rightfolly 
distribute, among the States, the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, whether they may have 
been acquired by cession or by purchase; but 
ought to preserve them as a fund to be enjoyed, in 
common and not in severalty, by the Siates; and 





constitutionaily authorized, and that the imposition 
of burdens, beyond the necessary and economical 
wants of the Governmen', fur the protection and 
encouragement of any particular class of industry, 
is unjust and. unequal, and contrary to the spirit, 
meaning, and intext of the Constitution. 

9. Resolved, That the party in power have vio- 
lated their solemn pledges to abstain from proscrip- 
tion, have failed to fulfil their promises of retrench- 
ment and reform, and have increased the public 
expenditures with extravagant and anconstitutional 
appropriations; have filled importaat appointmenis 
with unworthy and incompent persons; have not 
enforced more strict accountability in public officers; 
and have not manifested sufficient sensibility and 
resentment at the insolent demand and menace 
of a foreign minister. 

10. Resolved, That the views and doctrines of 
the Secretary of State, in the case of McLeod, 
ought to be promptly repudiated, and loudly con- 
demoed by the united voice of al! American patriots; 
and that the decision of the Supreme Court of New 
York, refusing to release, and remanding the pri- 
soner to await a regular trial for the crimes with 
which he stands iudicted, merits the warmest ap- 
proval. oi 

11. Resolved, That the peace of our citizens, the 
security of their lives and property, the main- 
tenance of the dignity and rightful autho- 
rity of our judicial wibuoals, the majesty of the 
law, require that regular trials should be held of 
crimes imputed to foreigners within our borders; 
that national prejudices ought not to prevent their 
speedy acquittal, if innocent; and if convicted, of 
deeds of gu.lt perpetrated within the limits of a 
Siate during the existence of pacific national rela- 
tions, they ought to suffer condign and exemplary 
pucishment; and nodemand of a foreign mibisier, bo 
subsequent avowal of the authoriz tion cf their acts 
by the pabiic authorities of their country, bught to 
effect either releave or exemption. 

12. Resolved, That the Secretary of State did 
not respond to the insolent demand of the British 
Minister, for the releare of McLeud, accompanied 
with an avowal that the arson and murder at 
Schlosser was authorized by public authority, and 
wiih an impudent intimation of serious conse- 
quences in case of refusal, ia that lofty tone of in- 
sulted justice and patriotism, which the honor of 
his country demanded, and which ought to be em- 
ployed ia such an exigency, by @ public functiona- 
ry, loving his country more than his life, awed by no 
fear of “serious consequences,” and influenced by 
no improper partiality for the interests and ins'itu- 
tions of Great Britain. 

13. Resolwed, That the instructions given by the 
Secretary of State to the Attorney General of the 
United S:ates, are unsound in doctrine, deficient in 
public spirit, unusual in practice, and of pernicious 
iendency as a precedent; and that instead thereof, 
it was due to the dignity of a coequal station, to 
the character and duties of the cffice, to the pro- 
prieties of official intercourse, that the Secretary of 
Siate should. hav: respectfully requested the legal 
opinion and advice of the Attorney General re- 
specting controverted principles of law and con- 
flicting jurisdictions. 
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14 Resolved, That the Attorney General dc- 
graded himselt from the rank and dignity of a co- 
ordinate into a subdrdinate Executive officer; that 
he unwisely underiook the mission t© New 
York; that such mission was in derogation of the 
character and duties of his office; that it was an 
aitempt to interfere illegally and indelicately with 
Siate tribunals in the prosecution and tial of Sia‘e 


they cannot in any better way subserve the c.m.- 
mon benefit than by bringing into the Treasury of 
the United States a portion of revenue.to defray 
the expenses of Government, thereby relieving the 
people from taxation to the extent of the nett pro- 
ceeds of sales. 

7. Resolved, That a wise and frugal administra- 
tion of the Government, and the retention of the 


time for public expression of opinion, or public re- 
sistance to the measure; because it would be an at- 
tempt of the present Congress so to legislate upon 
the subject of revenue and finance, by means of 
chartered privileges and vested rights, as to deprive 
successive Congresses of the same power and eqaal 
right with themselves to regulate the collection, 
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